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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
MRS. MARY C. SNOW

September 12 and 17, 1997
Charleston, West Virginia

Interviewe rs: Rita Wicks-Nelson , Ph.D. and Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed .D.
Transcriptionist: Ms. Gina Kehali Kates

RW-N: It's September 12, 1997. Ancella Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson are talking to Mrs.

Mary Snow in her home in Charleston, West Virginia. [Comments on equipment] Okay, Mrs.
Snow, perhaps you would like to tell us, to begin with, where you born, when you were born, and
we'll go from there.
MS: Well, my full name is Mary Adelaide Crozier, Crozier being my maiden name. And my

married name is Snow. ·
RW-N: How do you spell Crozier?
MS: C-r-o-z-i-e-r.
RW-N: And you were born here?
MS: I was born just about five blocks from here. I was, as I said, I think once before to someone,

maybe not you, that I bloomed where I was planted. (RW-N: Uh-huh) I was uh, planted at 1114
Second Avenue in Charleston, West Charleston, here on the west side, on September the 15th,
1913. And my birthday's Monday.
RW-N: Congratulations. Happy birthday.
MS: My parents were Barbara Davis Crozier, and Britton Brightwood Crozier. My mother was a

native of Virginia. My father of Louisville, Kentucky.
AB: How did they get to West Virginia?

MS: My uh, grandmother, my mother's mother brought uh-my mother was the oldest child in

the family. She was the first born, I guess I should say that. And uh, my grandmother brought
her here when she was just a wee little baby. Maybe, I think she was about four years old when
she was brought here.
AB: And what about your father?
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MS: My father came here as a young man. He came with what is now, what was known as the
Kelly's axe factory. He worked there at Kelly's, which is located about where K-Mart is, at the
end of Fourth Avenue, going down the Patrick Street Plaza. And uh, he also had a side trade. He
was a brick mason-did beautiful work in that respect. My mother didn't work. But my father,
one of his uh, buildings now is Ebenezer Baptist Church, which is 1430 or so, Third Avenue here
in West Charleston.

RW-N: Do you mean he did the brick work on that church?
MS: He did the brick work there.
AB: Did he work independently, or with a company or something?

MS: He worked independently as a brick mason.
AB: Well, what about other members of your family?

MS: Well, uh, presently... well, there were seven ofus. In fact, there were eight ofus. One boy
was uh, Britton, Junior, died at nine months old. He was the first born, really. Uh... youngsters
then used to have something like croup, something like that. And he kind of strangled everything
in his coughing and so forth. Uh, of course, I didn't get to meet him. But anyway, uh, then I
came. I was the first granddaughter. I was the first granddaughter on both sides. And uh, I
wasn't a bit spoiled or anything, but I had a lot of people to make over me. And I, after me, came
a brother about four years later, a brother Robert. He was the oldest Crozier boy. Robert uh,
unfortunately died in the service at the age of 26. Then, two years later, I mean, two years after
Robert was born, was Roscoe, who is still living; he lives in Cleveland, Ohio. And then the girls
started to come. [chuckles] My oldest sister, Elaine Abnathy, I think, you know my sister.
[comment addressed to AB]

And two years later came Josephine Crozier Wilson, she is
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now. And she lives uh, in Newark, New Jersey. And uh, next came Earl, who recently died; he
died.in December. Oh, no, I skipped Maxine, didn't I? Maxine is the baby girl. And an
interesting thing, Maxine's birthday and my birthday are the same day, but a little spread out.
[laughing] Since I'm the oldest and she's the baby girl. And then the baby boy was Earl, Earl
Vincent Crozier, who died recently. He died this past December. And that's my family group.
AB: Where does Maxine live?
MS: Maxine lives in Milwaukee.
AB: And will you celebrate your birthday with her?
MS: Well, often we have this church birthday party that I'm having now. She has come, and we

would celebrate together. This time, though, she'll be in Denver.. She has a daughter who travels
a lot ;with an unusual kind of a company that sends her everywhere, Belgium and Ireland and
different places. She's a trainer, trains people--this is the daughter-trains people to, how to
protect themselves. I guess it's mostly women. I don't know too much about it. But it sure is a
good job. And she takes her mother, my sister, Maxine, uh, with her. They just, this past
summer, they went to Ireland and went to London and to Paris. Uh, she takes my sister. And of
course, my sister ertjoys it. That was her first trip to Europe. You asked me something else and,
oh, you just asked me where did Maxine live; she lives in Milwaukee.
RW-N: So, you have one sibling who lives in the Charleston area now and that's Elaine?
MS: Yes, Elaine Abnathy. Uh, all ofus are retired. With except-, well, my brother, I guess you'd

call him retired, my oldest brother that's [inaudible] who is now living in Cleveland. But he
works part-time for a department store.
RW-N: How many years are between you and your youngest sibling?
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MS: Earl...(RW-N: That would be Earl, right?) ... that's a good question. Uh, let's see if I can
figure that ....

RW-N: Well, and, it, you don't have to be exact. I'mjust trying to get a sense of how many
children were home in the family when you were growing up. Or had you gone by the time Earl
came along?

MS: Oh, no, I hadn't gone. In fact, I had confided in my ... in an aunt of mine, a young
aunt who lived in Detroit. She was on my father's side. I had told her if my mother had another
baby, I was gonna leave home.

RW-N: Uh-huh, so you were all there together?
MS: [chuckle] We were all there together, 1114 Second Avenue. I didn't leave. (RW-N: Uhhuh)

AB: Did you help take care of the younger children?
MS: In a way, but uh ... They'll tell you a lot of interesting stories. One particular was uh, I used
to have to do their hair, the girls' hair; it was called straightening. We used to straight-, I don't
know why I'm using my hands because (AB: That's fine, go on). And Elaine and uh, my sisters,
my sisters Jo and Maxine liked to tell this story uh, that my mother had me to do their hair every
Saturday. I think I took two one Saturday and two another. And I hated it because I didn't know
how to do it. And I told my mother I didn't know how to do it, but she just said, "Do it." And I
did it. But at that time, it wasn't as fancy as it is now to get your hair-for blacks-as they get it,
get it done now. You had to wash it and then roll it up in little balls; you had these little balls all
over your head. And I had to get their little hair all in these balls. And then, one by one, I would
straighten the balls out so their hair would be straight.
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RW-N: And how did you do that?
MS: There's a, well, I have one, I'll show you later on. There's a straightening comb. I have one
out in the garage there. Not garage, in the junk house out there. It's like a, it's a metal comb.
And you heat it on the gas. And uh, we had one extra thing that everybody didn't have, I don't
think, was a little tiny iron, just like the iron that my mother used to iron clothes with. It was toy
size. And we'd take that sometimes and heat it, and press our hair. But the thing that Elaine, Jo,
and Maxine liked to tell about, about uh, how they would, they didn't want me to do their hair,
any more than I wanted to do it. And they would be crying and they would sneak their little
hands up to find out how many more balls I had. [laughing] And I would take the comb and hit
it-hit their hands and they said they'll never forget that. And uh, Jo and Elaine had thick hair, so,
it reaUy took longer. And Maxine's hair was short and wasn't so thick. But uh that's one of their
favorite stories of telling, how I would do it, I'd just-while my mother wasn't looking, I'd take it
and hit 'em with this hot comb. [all laughing] That was mean. Well, see, there was .. .let me
see ... Jo is ... Elaine is 73. So, that means I am, how many years older than she?
AB: Eleven.

MS: Eleven years older than she. Uh, Josephine is 71. So, I'm nine years older than Jo. My
brother Roscoe, who is still living, is 75. So, I'm nine years older than he is. About nine. Now,
I'm gettin' it in place. Earl, would have-let's see, Maxine is-<lid I tell you how old, Maxine is
sixty .... uh, she will be sixty-nine Monday.

RW-N: She will be ... 69?

MS: The baby girl will be 69. (RW-N: 69?) Does that make it? Cause there's two years
difference in each of those girls, in Elaine, Josephine, and Maxine. Uh, yes, Maxine ... or
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thereabouts, 69. And Earl would have been 67. So, most of them, I mean, all of them were
home. I was at home during the childhood of some of them. Because I finished college when I
was 19, and I went to college when I was 17.
RW-N: And you lived at home when you went to college?
MS: No, I, I, they sent me, I stayed on the campus... (RW-N: And you went ... ) down at West

Virginia State.
RW-N: Uh-huh, which was nearby.
MS: Yes, down at Institute.
RW-N: Before, before we get to ask you more about that, because we'd like to hear more about

that, uh, can you describe more about ... about the home of your childhood? It was a busy home,
had a lot of children, right? Mom and Dad busy, Mother stayed in the house.
MS: Yes, but the house in which we all grew up, were born and grew up, was not my mother and

father's house; it belonged to my grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Davis. It was a big house,
large property. In fact, we sold it here recently to uh, well, not recently, I don't know how many
years ago, to the church that's up on the comer ofuh, Second Avenue and Fitzgerald. So, it was
a huge house and we had lots of garden space, lots of trees, fruit trees, cherry trees and apple
trees. And a big garden. And a well, there was a well there for a long time. And for some years,
we had outdoor plumbing. I think I would know more about that than Josephine and the rest of
them. So, it was a big house. And the Croziers lived in one section upstairs. In fact, we lived in
just uh, two rooms upstairs; we called that our part. And then another uh, a son of my-Walter
was my uncle, my grandmother's-, one of her sons, lived in one part with his wife and child. That
was my Uncle Henry. And then my Aunt Elsie. See, people had sections. My grandparents slept
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downstairs along with a baby son, I mean, their youngest son, whose name was Harry. Harry was
just one year uh, older than I was. So, we kind of grew up together in this house.
AB: Did you all take meals together uh, (MS: Yes) the whole group (MS: the whole group) or

did your mother cook just for you all?
MS: Oh, no, uh, my grandmother and my aunts and people around (RW-N: All eat together) we
all eat together. We ate in shifts. I think we ate at eight at a time.
AB: How many of you altogether were in that house?
MS: Twenty-four.
AB: Phewww! RW-N: Ohh. [simultaneous]
MS: Twenty-.... my sister, Elaine, says twenty-two. And every time I have to count. So, it's

between twenty-two and twenty-four. (RW-N: about that, yeah) It's a whole lot.
AB: Well, who did the, who did the washing and the cooking and the cleaning?

MS: Well, now, my mother did most of the washing and ironing, especially... she did all of ours.
And then each division did their housework. But my aunts and my mother would do uh the
downstairs. We had a living room and a library. My grandmother and my people believed in that
kind of thing, I mean, education. Uh, so, we had a nice library, a big ... big tall cabinet, a
library ... what do you call it? Cabinet. (RW-N: Bookcases) Bookcases, uh, with a glass front and
everything. So, we had all that kind of stuff.
RW-N: What else did you do in that room, was that room used for?
MS: What...?
RW-N: In the library. (MS: well ... ) Was that just a general sitting room ... as well?

MS: Well, no, we had the big room we called the front room, was the living room where ...but you
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could, there was uh, space for sitting. And uh, it was right below the stairwell. And you could
come right down the stairwell and.... But mostly it was for doing homework and uh, that sort of
thing, and reading. And you could ...
RW-N: Do you remember ... do you remember any books from that room?
MS: Well, I think .. .I read all of the Bobsey Twins. I remember that distinctly, because uh, the

punishment my mother gave me once. [laughter] And let me see what else ....
AB: What'd she do? Make you give up some books for being a naughty girl?

RW-N: Or make you read 'em? [laughter]
MS: No, uh, no ... when I was about 14, see, I was in high school. And I kind of felt

grown... grown-up. They used to have big public dances up at a place called the Armory in
Charleston, on the east side of Charleston. And Cab Calloway was playing there, this big band of
Cab Calloway. And I wanted to go. I'd never been to a public dance. I should have known
better. But I...so, I did all my chores, did them very well, whatever it was. My biggest uh,
obligation or chore household was to wash dishes. But see, that was a real task, to wash dishes.
I would alternate with my mother's baby brother, Harry. One night would be my night, the next
night would be Harry's night to wash, and the other one would dry, you know. But anyway, I
wanted to go to this dance. I did everything that I was supposed to do. I went in and asked my
mother, whose name was Barbara, and I called her Bar. I very sweetly said, "Bar, may I go to the
dance tonight?" She was reading a paper. And she just looked at me as if to say, "You must be
out of your mind," but she, she just looked. She could hardly believe it. Maybe I was 15, no, I
was just about 14. Never had been to a ... but I had a purpose. My boyfriend, who was my,
Richard Gilmer was my first boyfriend. And uh he was going. And uh, I knew that a girl named
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something-Julia Winston-was gonna go, cause her daddy let her go anywhere. Well, my
mother just said, "no," and went on back reading. So, I started crying and I told her Bea was
going and Alice was going and Kathryn was going; I named all the people. I didn't know whether
they were really going or not, but I named them. [laughter] And she just casually looked at me
and said, "And Mary Crozier's not going." I died. And she said uh, "Get your book. Have you
finished 'The Bobsey Twins in the Country,'" or whatever, wherever. She said, "Take your book
and go," you know, "upstairs to the room, go to bed-, read and go to bed." That's all she had to
say. It broke my heart, though, for her to be that cruel. [chuckle] But uh, that's the way she was.
But back to the books, there were so many of them. Uh, we had the classics. Like uh ... what's
that mariner? Silas ... (AB: Silas Mamer?) Mariner. We had uh, lots of stories like that. And I
can't remember, but I remember the Bobsey Twins, though.

AB: Do you know how-, when you learned to read?

MS: I learned to read, I could read before I started school. I learned to read about-, when I was
about four. My grandfather, Lincoln Davis, uh, had never been to school a day in his life. He
came from Roane County. And he and my grandmother were married. And he taught me to read.
But I don't know how he learned. But I could do it. And a bad thing happened to me, because I
could read when I went to school. They'd let you go to school any time, you know. And there
weren't any strict (RW-N: rules about that?) rules about age and everything. So, I guess I must
have started when I was five or something. And in the first grade, my very first day, I got in
trouble because of that reading. I really loved uh books. Another little girl had all of her books.

Uh, I didn't have my books that first day of school. See, the parents had to buy the books and
things, and I didn't have anything. I don't know why I didn't have my books, but Dora's parents

· had all her nice, bright books. And uh, I asked her real nicely, let me see her reader, the new
Elson Readers was what we had. And uh, she wouldn't do it. So-it was a one-room school I
went to down here on the comer of Stockton and Second. So, I took the book away from her.
Which wasn't nice. [laughter]

AB: Did you get paddled?

MS: First day. Now, wasn't that terrible? I think I lied to Mr. Cabell; our teacher was a onearmed man, Mr. Isom Cabell. And of course, he wanted to know why Dora was crying. And uh,
Dora told him that I had her book and I was clutching this book, and I said .. .I didn't say
anything, I just nodded my head like no it is, it's mine ... you know-but of course, he knew. And
he paddled me. [chuckles] But anyway, that was one of the bad things I did.

RW-N: Do you remember uh, when you were a child, taking books from your library that had
authors by African Americans? Or was there much African American literature or history?

MS: Not much. But, I don't recall. Of course, as you know, we couldn't go to the public library,
because blacks were not allowed in public libraries. But we did have, uh, as I said, I had lots of
books in my own library. But I, I don't recall that much.

AB: Did you have Paul Laurence Dunbar, by any chance?
MS: Oh, that was one of the main ...
AB: At home?
MS: Yes, with, I had that kind ... I had forgotten about Paul Laurence Dunbar, because I used to
use that to recite, in our program.

RW-N: Would you describe that book?
MS: It had uh ... lots of his writing, and the .. .I remember the pictures in it were not colored , of
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course. They were like pen and ink kind of a drawing; weren't too many pictures in it. And most
of them were in ... the stories and the poetry were in dialect, negro dialect. And I learned to read
and interpret that too. Yeah, I do remember that.
AB: What about your brothers and sisters? Did they learn to read at home early?

MS: Yes. Uh ... one would uh, be reading and the other would listen to them. And I guess I must

have read some, I don't remember, to them. But see, there's a wide span between Elaine and the
rest of the girls and me. Uh, but my brothers, all of us, could read and write, the kind of writing
we did before we left home.
AB: Now, you had an aunt whose-your Aunt Elsie was a teacher, too, wasn't she? (MS: Yes)

Was she teaching there?
MS: Yes, she taught me. Uh, she taught uh, art for the most part. That was her subject

[inaudible]. Her brother, my Uncle Henry, taught uh, chemistry, physics and what's another hard
subject?
AB: Biology?

MS: No-chemistry and oh, he taught foreign languages, uh, Spanish and French. Uh ...

RW-N: Now, how was he related to you? (MS: to him?) How were you related to Henry? How
did he get to be your uncle?
MS: My mother's brother.

RW,. N: Your mother's brother. So, he had some formal education, of some sort.
MS: Oh, yeah, all of them-my aunt, too.

RW-N: How about your mother?
MS: My mother didn't. (RW-N : Your mother did not) My mother married when she was
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seventeen, sixteen or seventeen. And then she started having all of these children. But she was
well ...educated in another way, because the rest ofmy aunts and uncles, uh, my Uncle Henry, my
Aunt Elsie, my Aunt Ruth, all these are my mother's siblings. And uh, my siblings [inaudible].
(RW-N: Yes) And uh, let's see, there were-and my Aunt Ann-they were all teachers. My Uncle
and Uncle Henry, and my Aunt Elsie, taught here at Garnett High School. And uh, my Aunt Ann
and my Aunt Ruth, my Aunt Ruth taught in Mullens. In fact, she became principal of Mullens
School.
AB: Was that Conley? Conley?
MS: No, the elemen-, was that an elementary, was that the name of the elementary school?
AB: There was a Conley high school.
MS: Tlw high school was Conley. No, she was in the elementary school. She did have the band

at Conley for a while. She had that kind of experience. She lived at Mullens. And uh, but. ..
AB: What about your father's side of the family? Did he have brothers and sisters that you knew?
MS: He was the only child, at first. I mean, he was the only child out of the first marriage. And

then uh, his mother and father divorced. His father married a lady-you know, my grandmother
on that side-isn't it awful I can't remember her name, because I didn't know her very long. But
anyway, and he had children by that family. And then my father's mother, uh .... my father's father
remarried a lady and moved to uh, Detroit. My father's mother moved to Louisville, Kentucky,
and married and had a family there. So, I had aunts and uncles on both of those sides. My uh, the
people in Louisville and the people in Detroit.

RW-N: Did you see them very much?
MS : Oh, yes (RW-N: You did?) especiaUy those in Detroit. Uh, my Aunt Teresa and Aunt- 13-

well, all of 'em. Because two of them died in recent years, like uh, eight years ago or something,
eight or nine years ago. My grandmother's people; my father's people in Louisville, though, I still
have one aunt, Amy Kemp, they were Kemps. So, I still have one; and she was here for Earl's
funeral, for example, my brother Earl's funeral.
AB: Could we back up for a moment? You said that your grandfather, I think, came from Roane

County.
MS: My grandfather Davis.
AB: Your grandfather Davis came here from Roane County.

MS: Yes, Lincoln Davis.
AB: Uh, I've never known any black people from Roane County.

MS: Well, he and his brother were the only two.
AB: Were they slaves, or children of slaves, do you know?

MS: I don't really know. Because he's really, he was really my mother's stepfather. Because my
mother's uh, father really was from Virginia, you know, where my grandmother brought her here.
I don't know. I don't know too much about it. Because I know he had never been to school.
And they had walked from wherever it was he lived to Charleston, where he met my grandmother.
AB: Was there any slavery in your family that you know of?

MS: On my grandmother's uh, side. But I don't. . . .

RW-N: Now, which grandmother is this?
MS: Grandmother Davis. (RW-N: Uh-huh) Her name was Mary Davis. That's my mother's ...

RW-N: Now, she came up from Virginia. (MS: yes and brought my mother Barbara) And you
think there was some slavery on that side of the family?
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MS: Yes. And I tell you who has all that information, is Elvira. Because I'm, our families are
connected. She's my cousin, Elvira. You know, Nancy Richards? (AB: Mmm-hmm. [inaudible])
Yes. See, my grandmother, Mary Davis, was related to Byrd Prillerman. So, she has all of that
information. In fact, I.. .I can give you the book I have, the reunion book that has all of that in it.
(AB: I'd like to see it.) I have that.
AB: So, when you all then, your family now, all twenty-four of you, are living in this house

together and the children all go down to Second Avenue to go to school?

MS: Yes.
AB: And when you finish that schoo~ where did you go?

MS: Uptown to the [inaudible]. .. and the schools up there, up on Jacob Street.
AB: How'd you get there? How'd you get to school?

MS: I got there by streetcar. They had streetcars in those days. Or, if the weather was too bad,
we walked.

RW-N: Now, that was at what grade level?
MS: We went up there at sixth grade.
AB: That's a good two miles up there. So, you walked ....

MS: ... if it were .. .! don't remember school being out because of snow or anything like that.
Because we wore long underwear that you, that went down in our stockings, and then you folded
it over, and put your stockings up.

RW-N: And of course, these were black schools?

MS: All solid black.
RW-N: And you had black teachers? (MS: Yes) Do you remember when you were in the Second
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Avenue school, how many students were there, or how many teachers you had?
MS: I only had one teacher there. It was called- (RW-N: In that one room?) yes. And a pot-

bellied stove.
RW-N: Now, this was the man you mentioned before?
MS: Yes, Mr. Isom Cabell. That's who Cabell Alternative School is named for him. I don't think

the board even knows who it's named for. But it is.
RW-N: And he was the one who spanked you?
MS: Yeah, the first day.
RW-N: First day or something like that.
MS: Whatever you did got home, because he walked around the neighborhood all the time. But

my uh, early schooling-we finally, there was a school built where the Dunbar Center is, over
there on Second Avenue. It was a frame school. And uh, we had two teachers there, a Mrs.
Roane, and I don't know the other, but there were two teachers there.

AB: When did you leave-, did you leave Cabell then and go to that other school over here? The
two-room school?
MS: Oh, no, let's back up a little bit. My first school was Island School, it was called. It was on
the corner of Second and uh, Stockton Street.
RW-N: And Mr. Cabell was the teacher?
MS: Mr. Cabell was the teacher. Then uh, I guess we left that little school, Cabell, and uh, went

over here on Second Avenue to a school. It was uh, Dunbar, I guess they called it. I don't
remember. But anyway, most of the other Croziers went there, but I did, too . Let me see. Let
me show you something. [machine being turned off] My sisters, Maxine and all of them, went to
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the new Dunbar School, which is over there now, you know, which is the Dunbar ... right here.
They have it as kind of a recreation center. You know where that is, on Second Avenue.
AB: What about-, you were talking about your social life, about wanting to go to that dance. But

what other things did you do socially? How did you entertain yourselves as children?
MS: As a young, as very young, one of my-two ofmy things, I only had one little girl to play

with, up on Second Avenue.... Uh ... we got the Ladies Home Journal and got those lovely paper
dolls, you know. And, this is the mill [showing a picture]. .. hour after hour, cutting out the paper
dolls, you know and dressing them. You know what paper dolls are? (RW-N: Yes) Well,
anyway, that was one. And uh...
RW-N: I just didn't know they were in the Ladies Home Journal. That's why I ...
AB: McCall's.

RW-N: McCall's.
AB: That's in McCall's. We used to see .... [interruption to answer telephone] ....

RW-N: So, you played jacks?
MS: And we had lots of fun. I don't know what kind of games you call 'em...

"Here comes an old lady from. .. ," What was the name? Anyway, you had one team on one side
and one team on another side, and you walk up and down, it's kind of like a tag, because you try
to catch each other.
RW-N: Did you go over on each other's side or something?
MS: Yeah, you say this little rhyme, "Here comes an old lady from ... ," oh, gosh, I told you

[inaudible) . .. "with all her children around her, one can knit and one can sew, and one could
uh ... " and I think they all [inaudible]. . .or something. [chuckles] I don't know and then uh,
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you're bringing them to this other group to try to pick out one or select one ....
RW-N: Did you jump rope?

MS: Oh, yes.
RW-N: Play tag?

MS: Yes, we played tag and (RW-N: Hide-N-Seek?) the boys liked marbles.
RW-N: Kick the can?

MS: I don't...
RW-N: We played a game called kick the can. We really had a little can, like vegetables had

come out of, and I really don't remember the rest of it.
MS: We used to walk on those.
RW-N: Walk on cans. (MS: Yes) And walk on stilts.

MS: Walk on stilts, yes, I did that. And uh, but mostly, jacks, just loved jacks. And hopscotch,
using rocks or pieces of glass. Those were ... when you mentioned jumping rope, we had all kinds
of little ditties that went along with the jumping. And uh, one time, my grandmother-I mean,
not my grandmother-my mother would take us, whoever, would take me, I know, down to
Louisville, Kentucky, at Christmas time for vacations sometimes like that. And uh, when I came
back to school, uh, I was very important. I had all the girls at recess time around me to tell me, I
mean, I was gonna tell them about my trip to Louisville. And all at once I looked and my
audience was slowly leaving. They were going over where a girl named Chloe Taylor, was, on
the other side of the playground. She was over there doing something very fancy with ropes.
And I never liked her from that day to this. [laughter] Because I was trying to make my trip very
exciting, because very few people, kids, you know, would take vacation. But speaking of
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jumping rope, that reminded me of that. But uh, then at school, some of the activities that we,
that I enjoyed ... we had May Day every year, and we'd wrap the May pole. And that was always
exciting because we competed against the schools up town. There was some grade schools
around. And uh you tried to wrap yours, our school would try to wrap ours, you know, faster
than the others, but perfectly, then unwrap it. And the team that won would get a big basket of
fruit, bananas and apples and things from C.H. James [chuckle] over there; that was our prize.
RW-N: Now, what is C.H. James?
MS: It's a, it's a produce company, was a black company. And still in existence, kind of, I think

they've been... just right there as you go into Dunbar. Charles James is the only one left now.
RW-N: And is it still produce?

-MS: Yeah, but I think it's under another management.
.

AB: Yes.

RW-N: Is it still black?
MS: No, un-uh, no, it's ...

AB: I think they maintain an interest in it.
MS: They just have an interest, yes.

RW-N: Now, when you say competition, the competition was always among the black schools?
MS: Oh, yes. Uh ... we would do that, and we'd have a reading uh, you know, subject matter
kinds of things between schools. (RW-N: Competition?) Competition.

RW-N: Who could read the best, or. .. ?
MS: Yes. The best one from Allen school would go up on this particular day and they had some
kind of .... And then we had [machine beeping] ... oratorical contest.
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AB: Did you have spelling bees?

MS: Spelling bees, yes. You know, I don't cry easily. In fact, I don't know when I have cried. I
don't cry. But I cried then. I lost; my team lost in a spelling bee. Just broke my heart.
AB: How about athletics? Uh, were there athletic team in your school?

MS: Not during my early years but, of course, with Maxine and the rest of them. No, we ...
AB: Did you have gym at school?

MS: Yes, and wore big uh, balloon looking, uh, what? Bloomers, or something, made out of
serge.
AB: Where did they come, above the knee?

MS: Uh-huh. (AB: With elastic in 'em) And a white middy blouse. And uh, Allen school, or this
one here,;we would have ah, outdoor kinds of presentations. And it was a big thing. They'd rope
off the two ends of Second Avenue. And uh, we'd give a demonstration. That's about the
closest to phys ed, I guess you'd call it. It was physical education, uh, demonstration. And uh, I
remember the last one that I was in; I was the one to hold the flags to make the group open and
give the directions and signals for the rest of the class. And they had me standing on a, on a box,
crate, some kind of crates or something. But I had my little ribbon, big bow of ribbon and white
middy blouse, and these awful lookin' bloomers. [laughter] Pleated, I think they were pleated.
But my mother could always really do up laundry. I think I told you before that when my father
was killed, was murdered, the first year I came to college, and my mother had never worked. And
she had to do what she knew how to do best, and that was wash and ironing. She took in laundry
from other people. And uh, made a living and did it well enough to put us all through high
school. And those who wanted to go to college, she helped.

-20-

AB: Did she continue to live in the family home? After your father died? Or had she ...

MS: Yes, until I got a job, my first teaching job. Then, we moved from up there to down to
Second Avenue, 1433 Second Avenue. And all my brothers and sisters came down there.
AB: But your father was dead by that time?

MS: Yes. He was dead. Because he was, he died in my first year in college.
AB: When you think about your uh, well, back a minute. What about holidays ... how did you all

celebrate holidays?

MS: Oh, Christmas was just...awesome, I guess, is about the only thing .... Uh, we made a big todo. There was always a family. We had a close knit family. Christmas was very, very special,
especially with my mother. Even until the recent years, you know .. ..

END OR TAPE 1 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 1- SIDE 2
MS: .. .it was wonderful. It was a big thing with our family. Even up there in the house of 24.
We always had a real tree, a very large tree. We had gifts, gifts, gifts. Because, well, first place,
there was so many ofus. But uh, during my father's lifetime, uh, he always wanted to, his
children to have just about everything. My, I remember my brothers, we had these fire trucks, big
things. I don't know how ... they weren't as big as this table. But we had that kind of thing under
the Christmas tree . And uh, the girls always had big, lovely dolls in those days. In my day, they
were all white dolls. But in recent years, uh, my sister's, maybe their children, they had uh, they
began to make more black dolls. And they had those, but uh we loved Christmas. And our
biggest celebration, however it would be, we'd all get dressed up and we'd go to church. We
always were in the, everybody was in the Christmas plays that the church had for the Sunday
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School. And the Sunday schools made a big to-do. You always got a present from Sunday
School. Oh, I don't know what they were; I think they were from the five and ten cent store. But
anyway, uh...
AB: What was the church that you went to?

MS: Ebenezer.
AB: Ebenezer.

MS: I was baptized over in the river, because Ebenezer didn't have a uh, (AB: Pool?) pool.
AB: What about Easter and Thanksgiving and Halloween, and all? Did you celebrate those as
holidays, too?

MS: Yes. Easter especially. Egg hunts and that sort of thing. We had those then, and we always
got something new for Easter. We celebrated that. I don't remember; well, the Halloween was
kind of messy. We didn't have real costumes. I think we just put sheets and things on; we were
ghosts or some kind of hobgoblin. Thanksgiving was a very special day in the big house, the
family, uh, my grandmother and them would just cook loads and loads, and invite-, everybody
invited their friends in. And uh, that was a very special day, Thanksgiving.
AB: Do you remember yours then as a happy childhood?

MS: Hap-, yes, I was happy. I was poor, according to the national uh, (RW-N: standards)
standards, but I didn't know that. Because I was fortunate, perhaps more so than my sisters and
brothers in that I was the first in that-first child, you know, in the big house. And uh, everybody
was trying to do something for this very precious little, you know, girl. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
See, I'm named for my grandmother; my grandmother' s name was Mary. And they named me
for her. And uh, it was just. .. we weren't that rich, but my daddy, for example, insisted on buying
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my shoes at Palmer Shoe Company.
RW-N: Tell us about Palmer Shoe Company.

MS: Palmer was up on Capitol Street, the big uh, one of them very exclusive shoe companies.

And uh, he saw to it that we would have uh, that uh, we had enough money, or he had enough
money, to buy shoes up there. He thought that was very important for your feet.
RW-N: Now, this was an exclusive shoe store?

MS: Yeah, it was for everybody; it was up on Capitol Street.
RW-N: Have varieties (MS: Yes) of shoes? White people and black people went up to that shoe

store?
MS: Yes. We didn't have to go to the side, or anything like that; I don't recall. The only thing I

remem~r that we couldn't sit down at counters, you know, that kind of thing. Like ...
AB: Like restaurants or ...

MS: Restaurants. Oh, we didn't go to restaurants until in recent years, when the Diamond

[department store, now closed] was forced to let us have.... But uh, we had our own nice
restaurants. White Front, up on the east end of Washington Street, had just wonderful food and
everything; that was very special. And for our uh, parties and social gatherings, we had uh, these
big uh-big to us-KP Hall, Lodge Hall, [refers to Knights of Pythias] that had upstairs that was
used for social gatherings, if you want to have it. And then the Ferguson, that block up there.
RW-N: I'm sorry, would you tell me what that is? I...

MS: The Ferguson Theater. (RW-N: The Ferguson Theater, okay) Uh, the Ferguson

building, a block. Up there. It's still-I mean, it 's not still in operation. But that's where we
went to the movie. Because when they did open the Kearse Theater, uh, the blacks had to go
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upstairs, at the Kearse Theater, which is on Summers Street, where the Capitol Theater is now.
RW-N: Did you go to that at some point, some time? (MS: Yes) Do you have any particular

feelings about that? About having to go upstairs?
MS: Now uh, you know, I'm beginning to think ofracism and all that. But uh, at that time, I

guess I, like many others, just accepted as a way of life, and if it was a good movie, I just went on
up there. Because I believe even when Gone With the Wind, and that has been how long ago? I
don't recall.
AB: They had the 50th anniversary about five years ago; so ....
MS: So that was a long time ago. I went to, I think I went all the way to Montgomery to see

that. But even going to Montgomery, we were not allowed tog? down on the first floor. We
had go upstairs. But my feeling, I guess I accepted it as a way of life.
AB: Did you have any white friends, playmates, when you were growing up?
MS: All up-, where I lived, they called, up at 1114, I only had one little black girl who lived up

there. The rest of them were white. And we played together. And they went to Glenwood
School, or wherever. And there was a park up there, a public park, that we weren't allowed to go
to. It was called uh, Luna Park, up where Glenwood Elementary School is now. And but, uh, we
made up for that. We had nice uh, circuses; circus was a big thing in those days. And my
grandmother always had a, had a stand that sold ham sandwiches and whatever. She sold food.
That was one way that she made money too, I mean, that-, the big house made money because the
circus was right in front of-, was up there in that area. And uh the kids made money on the circus,
too, because we would, when the circus was over, then we'd go and search the grounds for
money that was dropped, you know, or lost, or something like that. But my grandmother had a
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real fine uh; she had a stand every year. They had uh, the circus, and then they had carnivals. So,
those were some of the uh, wonderful things, we thought were wonderful. Now, the funny thing,
though, we went to the circus. They couldn't segregate us there. We went under the same big
top and all like that.
AB: Is that where you wanted to [inaudible] the Big Top?

MS: Uh-huh. I mean, there wasn't any segregation... there ... circus. But, there was a sep-, it
wasn't segregated, but there was a separation. I mean, usually when you'd go even to the circus,
or to the carnival, most of the blacks were together and the whites were together. But uh, at my
grandmother's stand, for example, she sold to black and white, you know. And there weren't any
seats to sit down any way, up there. [chuckle] But those are some of the, oh, we just loved circus
time. You were speaking of holidays. Holidays were a big thing. And uh, carnivals and circus.
RW-N: Did you have a special girlfriend when you were growing up?
MS: Yes, uh, Dora, the girl from (chuckle] (RW-N: whose book you stole) was a special friend.

[chuckle] We were good friends. But she uh, died of tuberculosis, which was very prevalent in
those days.
RW-N: Was she quite young?
MS: Yes, she was. And then uh, Beatrice Smarrs, Marian-Marian White Jones- Marian Jones

was a special friend of mine. And I'd stay up her house sometimes when she lived on [south hill];
still lives in the same house. And uh, a girl named Mary Kimbrough- Mary McDade- who became
a teacher, who-, she dropped dead over here at Tiskelwha. She was teaching. She and I were
friends. And she lived on what is called Vandalia. That was al ways a nice spot for us. We used to
like to walk up on the hill to Vandalia and visit. And uh, they had a kind of a park up there that
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we liked to play.

RW-N: Now, you mentioned before that in the neighborhood that you lived, there were white
families and white (MS: Oh, yes) children, you played with white children. Did you go in and out
the homes? Did white and black children go in and out of each other's homes?

MS: Yeah [inaudible]. We didn't think anything of it. And the boys, more so than the, well,
there weren't but two black kids, girls, up there. But uh, the boys uh, played kickball, football,
and that kind of stuff. They played games and things together. And still...

RW-N: And you kids got along pretty well together?
MS: Oh, fine.
RW-N: Do you ever remember calling each other names? Having to do with race, when you
were angry and got into fights?

MS: Well, I really didn't have an opportunity to fight with them. I guess I must have. Because
uh, I guess the younger ones could tell you more about that. But I don't recall any, any fight.

But I know my mother, before my grandmother moved down, got this big house, uh, my mother,
they lived on Court Street, which was not a very fashionable street. That's where the uh, women
of the night had their business, up on, in the Red Light District, they called it. But I remember my
mother saying uh, that her cousin, the two of them, she and a cousin of hers were sitting on the
porch and some white boy came past. And uh, my cousin, I mean, this boy jumped up, the black
boy, jumped up and started beating this white boy. And my mother asked him, said, "Why'd- he
wasn't doing anything, why'd you do that?" "Well, he looked like he was gonna call me a
nigger." [chuckles] Just look [inaudible] I'm sure they had it in those days and I think I heard my
brother Roscoe and my brother Robert tell about, some did, but they were almost like uh just the
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kinds of fights that you have as a child. Not so much race. Uh, until I guess when we got older,
my brother Roscoe was telling about some very unpleasant things that happened to him with the
law. My brother.. .I guess this is all right to tell it on the tape.

RW-N: You should tell what you're comfortable telling on tape. I mean, sometimes ...
AB: Would you rather turn it off?
MS: No, my brother Roscoe was a number writer, or runner, or whatever they call it. Numbers
were like the, you don't know what numbers are, do you? It's, it's ...

RW-N: I think I do . Yeah, (MS: Oh, you know what numbers ... ) keeping numbers, running
numbers.

MS: Yeah, he was a runner. (RW-N and AB: Betting.)
MS: He would go get her bets, her numbers, and go to yours and go places. And uh, he, he told
just ofrecently a very bad incidence of the police brutality, when uh, he and Vince Starks were
caught with numbers or something about the numbers. And they took 'em to jail, and they beat
'em.

RW-N: Now this was when your brother was a young man?
MS: Yes, this was years ago. But I didn't know about that until just recently. So, there were,
there were some things like that.

RW-N: I get the sense, though, that you were not terribly aware of them at the time? (MS:
That's right) That you knew obviously there was a difference between the races,and some things
were discriminatory in terms of the movies. But that, (MS: Yeah) but it didn't impact you
strongly. Is that a fair way to describe that?

MS: Yes, maybe I' m ... maybe it's me. I, I never had ... . You know, like when we were riding the
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street cars, uh, white people wouldn't sit beside you. Or if they see you getting on, would move
over to try to keep you from sitting beside them or something like that. Well, I didn't care about
sitting with them, so I sat somewhere, but there, there were some incidents I remember of that
kind of racial problem. And they'd get into a fight or fuss, that sort of thing.

RW-N: When you rode the streetcar, you did not have, have to sit in a certain section of the
streetcar?

MS: No. That probably was true before my time. I don't know. But I, we could sit anywhere.
RW-N: I want to switch topics for a moment. When you talked about some of your girlfriends,
and you mentioned a boyfriend earlier, and showed us a picture of him when you were back in
very early grades, so you were aware of having a boyfriend in some sense when you were quite
young?
MS: Oh, yes. I used to slip and see my aunts, who lived in the big house, my mother's sisters and
things. And they'd have boyfriends and sometimes I'd see them kissing and, you know, that kind
of stuff But I had uh, my black friends, you know, down here and a black boyfriend. And
Richard was my first love.

AB: Now, your parents didn't mind your having boyfriends? You didn't date in the way that
people do now, did you?

MS: Oh, no, it wasn't that kind. I told you about one, that I used to, uh-, Richard and I-see, he
lived down this end, I lived up there in that end. And uh he would walk me up to the bridge, that
same bridge that's over there, it used to be a car bridge, you know, for cars and things to go over.
Uh, he would walk me up there. And of course, we would stop under the bridge, where those

cement pillars are. And we would kiss and everything: And there weren't as many houses and
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things. There was a lady who lived across the street from the school there, Mr.s. Bickett, who was
- I didn't know at the time, but she was looking. And she told my mother and father. They called
me in to have a conference. And I didn't know what they were calling ... And my mother said, uh,
"Celie Bicket said that uh you and Richard are meeting under the bridge." Well, see, that was a
surprise topic. And I said, "Ohhh," you know, I said, "how could she say... ?" My mother had a
crippled finger; I think it must have been arthritis. She took that crippled finger and knuckled my
head, and said uh, "Oh, nothing. Celie Bicket wouldn't lie on you." And I was trying to think,
"How in the world did ... " And my father just said, "I'll tell you what. Don't you ever let me hear
tell of your seeing that little snotty-nosed boy." That broke my heart, because Richard was so .. .
AB: How old were you?

MS: Oh, L must have been maybe 12; you know, I wasn't suppose to be having ... 11 or 12. But
he said, "Don't ever let me catch you. Ifl do, I'm gonna kill both of you." And you kind of
believed your parents. [AB laughing] Although my father never did whip me, he used to whip
the boys a little hard, I thought. And my mother did most of the disciplining. But my
grandmother was really the one who paddled me so much. [AB laughing] You know, I'm sure I
deserved it. Just let me tell you one-, you got time to listen? (AB: Sure) One thing that she did.
Uh, my grandmother, she kind of ruled the whole 24. She was the main one. [much laughter] She
was the matron of that day. But anyway, I had gone up to play with my one little black friend,
Frances Kimbrough, they called her Tootsie. Tootsie and I were up there with our paper dolls,
playing. My grandmother had a signal when it was time for me to come home. She'd put a sheet
over the clothesline there in the yard, and that meant time for you to come home. Well, she
evidently had put the sheet out, but I didn 't pay any attention. So, she called me, yelled way up
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there where I was up to Frances's house, and I didn't listen. I mean, I pretended like I didn't
hear. And she came up there, and killed me. I mean, whipped me all the way, with switches. We
had cherry trees and peach trees and all, and she would take those switches and twist them
together or something. Then she went up there, "You heard me. You heard me calling." And
whipped me all the way down the street; killed me. And, but I couldn't wait to tell my mother for
some reason. I don't know where my mother had gone some where. My mother wasn't home. It
was my grandmother doing all this whipping. So, I said to myself, "Wait till I tell my mother."
So, I told my mother that my grandmother-we called my grandmother "Harry's momma."
Everybody called her Harry's momma, because her son, Harry, and I were near the same age.
And we gathered a kind of a feeling that she was just Harry's mother. So, I told my mother about
how Harry's mother had-Harry's momma-had, oh, I just laid it on. Told her about all this bad
whipping that she had given me. And I said, uh, Harry was up playing with somebody, one of his
little white friends. And he, he didn't have to come up. And she just did that because see, um,
I'm brown and Harry was light. But lighter than you know, what we called, we called 'em
yellow. Harry was yellow. [AB laughing] And I tried to make my point how mean my
grandmother was to me. Didn't make Harry come, but made me come, and whipped me. And
uh, she just did it because I'm-didn't say black, well, I must have said black. And Harry's, and
I wanted my mother to do something to Harry's momma. And uh, [chuckle] it never dawned on
me until I was grown really why my mother didn't say anything to my grandmother; that was her
mother! [laughter] It was her mother. And I never did understand, cause I used to make a real
good case for why she should get on my grandmother. But anyway, uh ... what topic were we?

RW-N: Well, the little story also seems to say, then, that when you were quite young, that you
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were aware that it was "better" to have lighter skin. Harry wasn't going to get whipped because
he had lighter skin than you. Now, I know you were just making that up. But, but there must
have been an awareness of that.
MS: It was an awareness of color. But I didn't make, you know ... well, I'll tell you, in some

school incidents, in the school, once they were getting ready to have Snow White, the play, you
know, Snow White play. And I knew I was, I could perform, I knew I was good. I could
memorize and I could speak and all like that. But the teacher didn't choose me to be Snow
White. [laughs] In this play... and gave it to a light skinned girl. And I had a reaction to that.
RW-N: And you thought, you thought that had something to do with it, too.
MS: Yeah. Because I knew I was good. Dramatic and all those things, but I wasn't chosen. And

then when we added a [inaudible] contest, I know once I spoke on this particular speech about
the mother of a man who. was going to be hanged-hung-, hanged. What is it? (AB: Hanged)
And uh, this was a very dramatic speech that I was giving. It was a contest, oratorical contest.
And uh, I spoke of this mother who had gone to the hanging and uh, then, I just knew I was going
to walk away with first prize for my school. But I didn't. And a light skinned girl won. And see,
that kind of thing. We would accuse, in our own schools, of some teachers of being, have
preference of the lighter skinned. Or, if the child was-, parent was a doctor, or something like
that, that kind of uh, difference. Wasn't racism so much.
RW-N: Did hair also play a role in that? Since I have been on, on this project, and talking to

Ancella, and talking to black women, I've become more aware as a white woman, (MS: the
differences .. . ) as to how important that seems to be among black women, among black people.
M S: About the different grades of hair?
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RW-N: About different grades of hair.
MS:Uh ...

RW-N: Whether your hair was straight, (MS: Yes) or whether it was nappy. You taught me that
word. [comment to AB] [laughter] Yes.
MS: In fact, [RW-N: do you recall ... ] we have a beauty shop that's called ''Nappy by Nature,"
over there. [RW-N: Uh-huh] Uh, I don't know. Well, I know of wishing my hair was like Bea
Morris'. Bea had uh, what we called straight hair, naturally straight. And it was just beautiful.
But I don't remember too much. It made a difference sometimes, I think.

RW-N: You have uh, in a few different ways, indicated that when you were younger you were
very special, in your family, the first grandchild, granddaughter. Uh.. .later on I...I just get the
sense that when you talk about uh, you have, you had some skills in speech and drama. Can you
tell us a little bit about how that evolved, how you got those skills? Do you think it was natural?
Were you interested, did somebody teach you, help you with them?
MS: Well, I think it was just a natural thing. I used to uh, well, I still have the desire, but I'm

ornery. I do a lot of writing and everything. I had been pointed out in different occasions in the
speaking. And I know uh, even as a young lady, I went to uh, what's the name of it? Elmira?
Not Elmira; it was some place in New York for Girl Scout training and uh ...

RW-N: There is a city called Elmira in New York.
MS: Yeah, but this is not where it was. But anyway, I went to a place in New York to uh, take
training to be a, a Girl Scout camp director. And uh, I was young, then, because I guess I must
have been 19, 18 or 19 or something like that, because I think I still was in college. And uh,
when I would go to places, things like that, I would be sure that I uh, ifJ were given a chance, an
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opportunity, I would take it to, so that I could express it and I would make sure I was gonna do it
better than the whites. [chuckle] So, I had a lot of experience in that kind of thing. And I know,

in that particular camp, I had to read the 121st Psalm. And there was a hush over all those other
camp participants. And I just made it uh, very uh, dramatic about, "I will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills" ... and it was something. Isn't that the hundred twenty-first? And then even when I was
a little itsy-uh, I was two and three, four years old, in the community up there where the big house
was, there were other black families around. And uh, there was a lady who was a minister's wife,
lady named Mrs. Davis, she was real fat and had a big hiney and all that. And my daddy used to
nip a little bit, and he would gather 'round with his friends and get them, say, "Doots, come
here. Tell Mr. George or Mr. Pete," or whoever it was, "show us how Mrs., Mrs. Ella Davis
walks, and blow she talks." And I was a little bitty thing. And uh I would get and do all this and
this speech of Mrs. Davis'. [chuckles]
RW-N: Imitate her walk ...

MS: Uh-huh, and they would give me quarter, fifty cents; I made money. And I always talked a
lot. And I think that's really the way I developed. And then, uh, when I went to junior high and
high school, I wanted to .... And I lived on the west side. West side wasn't as popular as the
east side. People that had lived on the east side were a little bit better or so. I mean, they were ..
. . And I always wanted to shine and I would just go to no ends of speaking or whatever was to
be done, I would do it. Because I wanted to show off what fine people lived on the west side of
town. Because you know, when things would happen, which showed the competition between
the east side and the west side. I'm talking about among the blacks. Because it was an east side
girl, Julia Winston, who was going to take Richard away from me at that dance I didn't get to go
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to. And she did. You know, that kind of thing. [laughter]

RW-N: Do you think, then, so the skills you had to be-in speech and to be dramatic-were sort
ofrecognized in the family, maybe by your father? Did you get recognition of that in school, in ... ?
(MS: Yes) Did, did, was any in your church?

MS: I was always, I always had one of the lead parts in the church plays, Sunday School plays we
used to have. And then we had a little dramatic group, which was taught by a man named, his
name was Davis-he wasn't related to Mr. William Davis-had charge of the BYPU, Baptist
Young People's Union. And we always had plays, uh, and I was always one of the characters in
the plays. They'd have these plays; we didn't even have curtains. They would put sheets over
top of wire and pull the curtain. But I enjoyed .... I think, this is a terrible thing to say, I think, by
being the first child up there with all those people in the big house, that uh, I've been a show-off.
But, but deep down in, and Marian and them don't believe this to this day, I'm really not a showoff. I'm very sensitive. And when I say that, Marian says, "Ahhh, Mary." But they don't know
how many times I felt so badly about things. And my mother always said that I doubted my
ability, my ... she would try to encourage me and everything. But uh, even when I was showing
off, I was insecure. Is that a good word for it? See, she's laughing. [apparently referring to either
AB or RW-N] I really am. When I say that, people don't believe it. Because uh, because I have
done things like .. .I can go to a conference or anything like that, and sit and mind my own
business, and they will pick me out. Just by something-, one thing I've said or something like
that. And before I know it, I'm, you know, top billing or something like that. And it's not
because I was showing off or anything. But it has been that way for most things.

RW-N: One of the things actually, as I sit and listen to your story that I'm trying to figure out is,
-34-

as a girl growing up, how self-confident you were. Cause in some sense, you do seem to be selfconfident. You put yourself on the line.
MS: But I'm not really.

RW-N: Are you saying that underneath there's something else?
MS: I'm insecure, and nobody believes that. But uh, maybe I do come out as being .. .! don't try
to be aggressive, I don't say that.
AB.: Were you uh, the leader among the girls in your family? Did they kind of follow your, your
lead?
MS: Yes, uh, things I say .... And even now, my sister Josephine, calls me sometimes, and she
lives in Newark, New Jersey, and calls me sometimes as much as three times a day, if she has
written something and she wants me to hear it. Or she, uh, just that kind of thing. Or, if she has a
problem with something that she's uh, wants my advice. And they all do that. Uh, Elaine is doing
a big thing down at the Ford school, for the Faculty Senate. Now, she wouldn't like to hear this,
cause she is more-she's the middle child. So, that's a different story, you know how the middle
child is. But I gave her the ideas, some ideas for this workshop that she's doing. And uh, she
took the ball and she's gonna run faster with it than I. [chuckles] But anyway, that kind of thing.
AB: Was your relationship that way with the boys in the family, too?
MS: Yes, I just got through talking to my brother, Roscoe, the only brother I have left. They
would come, they would talk things over with me and uh ... .I don't, I don't think you were at my
retirement then, [probably commenting to AB] when the teachers ... they had my retirement in '89
up at the Civic Center, and all my people came in from everywhere. And my brother, Roscoe,
stole the show. He's a, now he is really a natural, you can hear him. But anyway, uh, when uh, it
-35-

was his turn to say something, different members of the family would say, you should have heard
him, the things they.. . . Some of the things they told I didn't remember, I mean, I didn't know

about, or something. Like Elaine would always steal my clothes out when they were, we were
young. And they wore them and they brought 'em back; I didn't even know they had 'em, that
kind of thing. But uh, all of them usually come to me for-, maybe just because I'm the oldest.
AB: Well, people that I know in Charleston, Mary, think that you can do anything. (MS: That's

what I don't understand.) Anything that you set your mind to, they feel that you can do.

MS: I don't know why.
AB: Well, probably because you've done it!

MS: Well, maybe so ... I don't know. Cause usually uh, I become the president, not once, I'll be
the president of a group for three years-, or three terms, all that kind of stuff. And when I was
little, young, they had a junior St. Luke' s Lodge, uh, the St. Luke Lodge. And I was made the
uh, whatever the grand matron, or whatever it was. That kind of thing. Sometimes I'm not doing
anything, and they ....

RW-N: Well, it seems, though, that you have been selected to be a leader in lots of ways. You
must have some qualities of leadership.

MS: Well, I don't know what it is. I'm not nearly uh, as smart as .. .I'm pointing over there
because Elaine was sitting over there yesterday. There's Elaine ...

RW-N: Are you organized?
MS: Mmmh?

RW-N: Are you organized?
AB: Well-organized.
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RW-N: Are you well-organized?
MS: At the last minute. (RW-N: at the last minute) But not uh, now yest-, now, things don't
worry me until afterward. I'm called on a lot to speak different places. And uh, but, I look up
and the date has come, I can get it done. And sometimes, after I get where I'm going, [chuckles]
something comes to me. I say the Lord gives me subjects and things like that. But Elaine, you
know, she goes into a depression and gets very emotional and cries and carries on. Uh, but it
doesn't affect me. Sometimes I worry after it's over. "I wish I'd said," or "I wish I'd done that,"
''why did I say that?" you know, that kind of thing. I am insecure, in a way, but.. ..

AB: You haven't let it stop you.
MS: I don't know; I don't know what it is. Uh, I like to work with uh, I like people, and I like
working with people. I was working with the Girl Scouts and uh, I had taken a little group up
to ... St. Paul's Church was up there on Court Street then. They were gonna have this little
program, and they had gotten their speaker at the church and everything. And I just went up
there to, you know, to give them moral support and everything. The speaker didn't arrive, and
didn't the little girl who was the president of the little troupe [say] , "We're sorry that our speaker
didn't come, but uh, Miss Snow is here and I'm sure she'll do the, she'll give the speech." Here I
am sitting there, and I had just the time she had given all this introduction, and the minister had
whatever, they were going to ... to get up there and do a speech. I wanted to crawl out of there.
Things like that have happened to me. I'm not bothering anybody, just sitting here minding my,
just giving her moral support.

AB: Well, let' s go back for a moment; you said that when you were about 18 or 19, you went to
New York to learn to be a Girl Scout leader, to go ...
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MS: No, to be the director. I was the first director of the Girl Scout camp at Cliftop.
AB: All right, to be the director. How, how did you decide to do that?

MS: They asked me. I mean ...
RW-N: Had you been in the Girl Scouts?

MS: Yeah, I've been a Girl Scout-, I have a troop (AB: Mmm-hmmm) over here on the west

side. And uh, I had worked as a director of the day camp down at Institute, it's called Camp
Greenhill. But they never had uh, an established camp for black girls. They never had, the white
girls went to Camp ... what's the name of it? (apparently addressing RW-N] Are you, you're not
from Charleston?
RW-N: No, I'm not.

MS: They have a camp. And they've had it for years. And they, somebody decided, Miss

Rutherford was on the committee, I think. And they decided they wanted a, they have an
established camp for the black girls. Okay, so, they asked me to go to work.
AB: But you had no nervousness about that? About going, I mean, had you ever done anything
like that? Had you ever been in school with whites or in a, in a group with other white, with
white people or so? That didn't bother you? Or how were you gonna manage, how you were
gonna' do?

[recorder noise]

MS: No, in fact , I think I thought there might be some other blacks there at this particular

training. Because it was a training for directors of [clears throat] pardon me, established Girl
Scout troop. (AB: Were there, were there other blacks?) I was the only, only one.
AB: And how did you get along?

MS: Just fine, really.
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AB: You weren't nervous and worried about-, about being there?
MS: And they may have been uncomfortable, you know, some of them, cause I had to be in the

lodge with some. But that didn't bother me.
AB: Was that the first time you'd had an experience like that?

MS: I believe it was. Yeah, as far as I know. Well, it's just same thing uh, when I became the
first black exchange teacher from West Virginia, going over to Cardiff, Wales, not knowing. I
mean, that was the first time I've had, I'd had that kind of experience. I hadn't planned to go, as I
told you all. But I was upset over something that had happened in Kanawha County schools. I
was principal of an all-black school, at that time. And they put in the bulletin, that anyone who
wanted to be an exchange teacher to Great Britain, to come up and talk to Dr. Perry. And uh, I
was mad about something else that had happened between blacks and whites in the school system.
And I said, "Well, if they don't mean it for everybody, they shouldn't put it in the bulletin." And
I didn't tell anybody, but I just went on up to see Dr. Perry and I said, "Dr. Perry, I'm here, I
want to be an exchange teacher to Great Britain, and I was told that, I read in the bulletin that you
had the applications, and I've come for an application." He said, uh, "I beg your pardon?" Uh,
and I said, I repeated, I said, "I've come to get an application to become an exchange teacher to
Great Britain." I really hadn't planned it. You know, I, I was just doing it for meanness. So, he
said, uh, he look down in his drawer and he said, "I'm sorry, I don't have any more applications."
I said, "Well, if you'll tell me where I can get one, I'll be glad to get one." He said, "I don't think
you'd like Great Britain. It rains there a lot." [laughing] Oh... and I just said, "Well, I'll take my
chances." And he told me some very negative things. He gave me, he did give me the address,
Health, Education and Welfare in Washington. I said, "If that man thinks I' m not gonna write,
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I'm not gonna send for that application .... " I went straight to the post office; the post office
wasn't there, it was ....
END TAPE 1- SIDE 2
BEING TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
RW-N: It's September 12th, 1997. This is tape number 2, a continuation of the interview with
Mrs. Mary Snow, Ancella Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson. Okay, so we can go on. You were in
the middle of a story, so you can pick up.
MS: So uh, I said, "He thinks I'm not gonna do it." So, I sent the application. And he had told
me that he thought I was too late. And I was almost. I got the application back and I only had
three days to get three references, or five days, to get three references, to get it back to them on
the deadline. So I thought of three men that I thought would give me good recomm~ndations
[chuckles], references. I got them. I remember going to Mr. Calloway, who was black; he was
Assistant Superintendent of Black Schools, or Negro Schools, I think was the title. And he said,
"Oh, yes, I'd be glad to give you a reference." He said his secretary wasn't in, but he would have
her to do it uh, tomorrow when she came in. I said, "I can't wait until tomorrow; I have to have
it today. I'm sorry." And he laughed. And I said, "I've got to get it back, Mr. Calloway." So,
he got it back, he gave~o~hQdy in another office orsomething, typed this reference up
cause I wasn't gonna take any chances. I wanted to get the references up there. And they went
up there. And that was in October, and I didn't hear anything. And I waited, and I didn't hear,
and I said, "Oh, well." I hadn't told anybody anyway. You know, no one knew anything about it.
So, then along about uh, I guess it was March, maybe before, I got this answer. And I got a
response, said they were sending a team of people uh, in to interview me, that my application had
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been received. But see, they take applications from people all over the country. And they send
one hundred each year at this particular, for this particular exchange kind of thing. So, they said,
uh, they had uh, I don't know, 2400 applications. And that I was in the top group, or something.
But they were gonna send these people in to interview me. And I said, "Well, it's a good thing I
didn't tell anybody, because (chuckles] when they finish interviewing, they won't even let me go
to St. Albans. But uh, I went up, they interviewed me up at Charleston High School, these five
white people from different places. And uh they kept asking me almost the same question, but in
a different way, to see what my response was. They said, "If you should be selected, you would
be the, you would more than likely to be called on to speak a lot. And uh, especially on the race
question. What would you tell them?" I said, "I would tell them the truth." And then that was
more, I mean ... and one person said, "Meaning ... ?" I said, "I would tell them that race relations
in America are not what either side, either one of the races, would like for it to be. But I do see
some improvement. And I believe as the years go on, there'll be definitely very noticeable
improvement." Well, that pleased them. Okay, they ...
RW-N: Did you feel that way? (MS: Mmmh?) Did you feel that way at the time?
MS: Yes, uh ...
RW-N: I mean, were you telling the truth in this interview?
MS: Yes, I was. [laughing] As I, I thought that was a good answer, as truthful as anyone could,

could say. It isn't what we'd want it to be, but we think that in time, things will be better.
Because I think at that particular time, I told 'em, just little things like, I wasn't allowed to get a
Master's degree in the state of West Virginia because I was colored, you know, that kind of thing.
So, anyway, they went on back wherever they were, these people who were doing the interview.
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And I didn't hear anything more for about a month. And they said that I, I was one ofthe ... one
hundred. But even then, I couldn't uh, let everybody know because they had to get permission-,
they had to get confirmation from Kanawha County. See, Kanawha County had to let me go,
cause I would still be receiving my Kanawha County pay. And so, I said, "Oh, gosh." I waited to
hear from the superintendent; didn't hear. So, I went up there, and I said, "Did you not get uh, a
notice that I had beentemporarily selected as an exchange teacher to Great Britain?" "Yes, but it
causes a problem." Schools weren't integrated. See, this was way back in 1955, '56. So, said,
uh, "The teacher coming over would be white, and uh, we wouldn't know what, we don't know
what to do about it." Said, "But we're having a meeting tonight." So, they had a board meeting,
a special meeting, to decide whether to go through with this thing. [chuckles] And uh, I said to

him at the time, I said, "Well, uh, if Washington has approved me, and London has approved me,
it would be a terrible indictment if Kanawha County didn't approve me." So, he just...said
something; I don't know what he said. They made arrangement, and uh, they took one ofmy
teachers, a sixth grade teacher, a lady named Miss Bennett, made her acting principal during the
year I was gone. And the white teacher, the Welsh teacher, came over and taught at Robbins
School, over here on Beech Avenue. So, that took care of the black and white. And uh, well,
when I got to Cardiff, Wales, I found out that I was the first black teacher in the whole country.
And I would walk down the street, and the people would notice, and I mean, because they knew,
they had seen black people, because the black British people, I mean, from the ...

AB: Commonwealth?
MS: Commonwealth. But uh, there then .... And one little girl, the mother didn't tell me until the

end of school, one of the Welsh girls said, uh, when she we nt home for lunch--they had two
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hours for lunch-said, "Mother, we have the American teacher, but she's colored." And the
mother said, "She is?" And that was when she went home for lunch, but when she came back at
the end of the day: "Mother, we have the colored teacher, but she's the best teacher in the whole
world." [AB chuckles] And uh, that little girl still uh, no, it wasn't she, it was another friend of
hers, one little girl, I still correspond .. .! think I told you that before. And uh, we, uh, she's better
about it than I am. She always sends me some gift at Christmas time. And uh, she tells me the
happenings and that sort of thing. And I've been back once. (RW-N: Oh, you have?)
AB: You were there for the whole academic year? (MS: Yes) Where did you live while you were
there?
MS: I lived with a Welsh uh, the lady who taught, I lived with a Welsh teacher, one of the ladies
who taught in the school, and she taught the language of Welsh. She taught that in the school
system. See, the boys and girls spoke English. But they also spoke Welsh. And uh, at first, they
had a, some problem understanding my language, my uh, my English. Some of the nice little
things like when we'd have a spelling bee, and I remember once, I called out the word "been," and
I made the sentence, "Where have you been, Billy Boy?" And the kids; nobody was writing. And
a little girl said, uh, "She means, 'bean'. She interpreted many of the things that I had said. (AB:
Uh-huh) But it was a beautiful experience.
And I think I told you before, I was chosen when I got over there, to be one of the ten most
outstanding exchange teachers that year. And I had the honor of having tea with the Queen
Mother, and sat next to her at the tea party. (AB: How nice) I mean, sat at the table .
AB: And the people all received you well at the school and .. . ?
MS: Oh, yes, I was a novelty. I only had one kind of, rnther unpleasant thing to happen. And
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that was uh, I was speaking for a group of the black, what do you call ... (AB: The
Commonwealth) The Commonwealth. They'd invited, and I'd taken my friend, an American
exchange teacher, who was white, down with me. I was going down there to speak. And they
gave me a hard time. They said such things as uh, "If you were in America, would she be with
you?'' I said, "Perhaps, more than likely so, if, according to what the occasion was," or
something like that. . And uh, said uh, something else about her being, said, another one asked, "If
you were, if you were back home, the two of you, would she even speak to you?" I said, "Well, I
didn't know her in America. I just met her. But if now, whenever we meet when I go back, I'm
sure we'll be speaking." Just little race things. They weren't real pleased with me for bringing
her.

RW-N: ,Now, what group was this?
MS: Exchange teachers.
RW-N: But you were, you were ...
MS: I was speaking for the ...I don't know what they called; it was a community group of ..
AB: Immigrants who had come from the Commonwealth countries and settled in.
RW-N: And settled in.
MS: And uh, in London, most of them.
AB: So, West Indians, some of the Africans, [MS: Yeah] wherever, but they were people of
color, who by that time were beginning to make their home in England.

MS: And they had some kind of an association or something. But I went all, every place,
speaking throughout Great Britain, to tell about it. And I substituted, as I told you, for Marilyn
Monroe while I was there, speaking for the Rotarians. She couldn't come. And ...
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AB: So they invited you? [laughter]
MS: Yeah. I think the reason they invited me was the uh, see, here was this black teacher at
uh, ... and they needed someone right away, because she was supposed to be there that particular
day or the next day or thereafter. And uh, I guess one of the men said, "Well, we've got this
colored teacher." [chuckles] And I went over there. And oh, you know how Rotarians are, a
million of them. Not a million of them, but 50 or 60 or more. And they had had their beer, uh,
what do you call it?

RW-N: Ale?
MS: No. What do they call it? (AB: stout?) Well, stout was part of it. But anyway, when the
meeting started, I just uh, I really captured their interest. I forget, there was one line that I said,
uh, "Surprise, surprise!" Because some of them don't think...they knew I wasn't Marilyn
Monroe. But I said. . . .

[laughter]

RW-N: Double surprise.
MS: Yeah. [laughing] But they, oh, they gave me just all kinds of applause for it. It was so funny.
But that was a, uh, beautiful experience. And my little boy, I took him. He was a little boy then.
And he even took the examination, the 11 plus examination that they give. But I never did ask for
his scores, because I knew he wasn't going to be there the next year.

RW-N: Oh, yes, I guess we have run out of time.
[One of the tape recorders shuts off but the second recorder continues.]

MS: They asked funny little questions. They wanted to know if I'd seen any real cowboys (RWN: Yeah, yeah) and that kind of thing, like that. And uh, the chil-

AB: Did the men try to flirt with you?
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MS: Oh yeah. I caught a couple and (chuckle] I didn't know 'til I went back, uh, this-let's see,

I went back what, five or six years ago, (RW-N: [believing that both recorders are off] We should
have gotten that when we had the tape going) and I, I met up with two of the men teachers who
were in the same school as I and they told about-said, "You don't know how we really loved
you. [chuckle] Thought you were the prettiest thing." And I said, "That's because you hadn't
seen anyone else, just me . . . " [laughing] But they were sooo-, they were real good; they gave me
gifts and things.
RW-N: How old were you when you went back, or how many years had gone by?
MS: Apart? Oh, that's a long time. (RW-N: a long time, a long time had gone by?) (AB: Yeah,

if you went in '56- '55, '56) Excuse me, '56, and I just went back, I forget what year it was.
Anyway ...
AB: Hadn't been long ago.
MS: It hasn't been too long ago. And I keep telling the girl I'm going ...

[recorder turned off]
CONTINUATION OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1

(Begin interview two)

RW-N: It's September 17th, 1997, we 're at the home of Mrs. Mary Snow. Ancella Bickley and

Rita Wicks-Nelson are doing the interviewing. Mrs. Snow, you were saying that you had a few
things that you wanted to clarify from the last time we visited with you. Would you like to start
with those?
MS: Well, one of them, I was asked if I had close girlfriends, I mean, close friends, that I used to

spend nights with, or anything like that. I wanted to clarify that. And you perhaps will find the
adjective to use for the kind of personality I am. I never really spent the night with uh, friends of
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mine, only one did I ever stay overnight. And that was with a lady who's still living, who's still a
good friend of mine. But in an odd kind of way, I'm an odd friend. I'm a good friend and I
cherish my, and treasure all ofmy acquaintances and friends. Marian Jones, her name is Marian
White, her name was Marian White. I stayed one night over to her house on Bridge Road.
Marian and I are the kind of.-kind or kinds?-of friends that we know we are friends. But uh,
I've never been the kind that I'm always over to my friend's house, or my neighbor's house, or
you know, constantly, or calling and staying for hours on the telephone, that kind of friend. But I
have friends that I have kept over the years. Sometimes, I may have mentioned this on the tape,
that my sisters and my brother, they seem to uh, hold on to their college friends, for example.
Well, I didn't. I wasn't really connected to any particular class. And I know people, and when I
see thetn, sometimes, or run into them at West Virginia State College, for example, I'll be just
tickled. But reunions, high school and college, are great things for my siblings. But uh, they're
just events to me, and I'm pleased to see anyone who's still living. (laughter] [brief comment
inaudible] But they have cherished memories. For example, I just got a letter, I just happened to
think about this. One ofmy sister's friends, name is Inez Stevenson; now, Inez was an orphan.
There used to be an orphanage down at the comer of Stockton and Second A venue. Uh, Inez
and my sister, Josephine, became great friends throughout the years. They don't see each other
every year, you know, or anything like that. But Jo kept after her to come to the Garnett High
School reunion this past year, this past what? Month. And uh, Inez came. She was thrilled to
death. Inez had not been here for perhaps uh, forty or fifty years. She hadn't been back to
Charleston. She didn't uh, she came by-she doesn't fly much, or any. But anyway, she came by
train. She called me, and uh, asked me the distance between the train station and where, and the
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hotel. We were the hostess, the hotel was at, the one near the river-what's that called? Elk River
(AB: Mmm-hmm). And uh, I said, "Don't worry about it, I'll pick you up." Cause she hadn't
been here for so long. Okay, I did that, and saw to it that she was settled and everything. The
child was just so thankful and so emotionally scared by the whole thing, seeing Josephine,
seeing my other sisters, seeing all the people, and the people down here and where her place used
to be. And today I got a letter, some uh, she's thanking me over and over again. And she took
photographs, you know, at the (AB: at the reunion), and she wrote something on the back of each
one. She said she, it was such a memorable occasion. And it was for Jo. Jo was so glad, my
sister, Jo, that she came. Well, they have friends like that. Jo has lived in a lot of places, and she
has friends that just keeps ..... One ofmy sisters, Maxine, has gone to uh, left Monday, to go to
Denver, Colorado, for example. Her daughter was giving her a trip to Denver. And there's a
friend of hers there. They have these friends and they just call and talk, you know, make
connections and things. But I don't but ifl see them [chuckle], and I don't know what-, you
can't call 'em close friends. That's the reason, wherever it is on the tape, you might want to make
it a little clear, the kind .... And I don't mean that uh, I have no friends, because I do have a lot of
people that I consider friends, but not as close friends. I think the person who says that best was
a man named Mr. C.O. Hubbard. His wife, Dorothy Hubbard, and I were friends. And we would
[not see each other for months] and she was right here in town. She was a teacher. In fact, she
taught under me and when - at my first principalship. Uh, one day when I stopped by her house
up here on Lewis Street, Hubbard, [her husband], said, "Well, here comes Doots-, here comes the
two"- what was his name for us?- "peculiar friends." Said, "Undoubtedly, you two are the most
peculiar friends." I never went up on Lewis Street. Hardly. I mean, I would go sometimes, but it
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was not [the kind of visit that I think close friends have]. And they call each other and they do
this, that and the other. And they give gifts on the birthday and all those nice things. [Phrase
edited out by MS]
AB: There were a couple of other issues you said that you wanted to talk about, too, on the tape.

MS: Yes, the other thing was what? I think I mentioned uh, I was asked about the chores I had

around the house. I did have more than washing dishes, or drying the dishes, for the thousand-, I
mean, twenty-four people. And I find it wasn't 24, it was 22. So, you may want to change that.
But one of the things that we had to do was in the [garden]; we had a big garden; I think I did
mention that. And we grew tomatoes and potatoes. Potatoes, especially. At a certain time they
had bugs, potato bugs. I don't know if people would.... And we each had a bucket and a stick,
and our job was to knock those bugs off in the buckets. That was a chore that we had to do.
Another one was to pick greens like uh ... kale, not kale ... uh, what were? well, anyway, greens.
RW-N: From your garden, I mean, greens that you grew in your garden?
MS: Oh, yeah, well, we had to go out here on the riverbank [and gather] wild greens.
RW-N: On the riverbank, yes, wild greens. Dandelions.
AB: And dandelions. (overlapping voices]

MS: Dandelions, that type of thing. And uh, that was a job. And we also had to pick cherries.
We had seven or eight cherry trees and peach trees and apple trees on our (property] at the big
house. And uh, this was a chore that I didn't like. But we sold cherries. And we sold the greens.
We'd come down here and sell our vegetables.
RW-N: Along the street? (MS: Yes) From house to house?

MS: Yes. We had certain customers, regular (RW-N: Yeah) customers and everything. I didn't
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like that much. But that was-, and I think I just told you I had that one thing to do, to do all the
dishes. And another thing was the ... what was the third thing I wanted to mention? Perhaps I'll
think of it later on.

AB: Did your family can?
MS: Yes.
AB: Did you help with that?
MS: No, the only thing that I did-, no, I didn't help with that. But I did, that was one of the
pastimes, that was something that the family-, that the neighbors, in those days, would go from
house to house. One of the big things that we had, my grandmother had, a huge kettle and a big
paddle. And they made apple butter. And that was a good thing that we enjoyed doing. And
people would come all around and they would make apple butter, and they'd peel apples for days
on end. And uh...

AB: Did anybody quilt in your family?
MS: Yes. Uh, I had a cousin who did, who was [inaudible]. My grandmother was famous for
taking in people, you know, people from out in Sissonville-I had relatives out there. So, she
took Zamphra Peters for awhile, who was my cousin. [AB: Mmm-hmm] And uh, they, this one
cousin, Nannie, who came in from Virginia, knew how to quilt. And my great-grandmother was
part Indian, my grandmother's mother. Uh, she knew how to quilt. And they did do quilting.
And that was a great family gathering, neighbors, with neighbors and that sort of thing. So .. .I
remember too, I think you mentioned... or maybe I was talking about vacations. One of my
favorite vacations that I used to take was, you know, on horse and wagon, that took almost a full
day to go out to visit my relatives in Sissonville. Uh, that was a big time, you know, when school
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was out, to go out there.
AB: Was that the Prillerman family related [inaudible]?

MS: Yes. See, my grandmother was uh, was a Hairston, my grandmother on my mother's side.
And uh, they were related to the Prillerman, Byrd Prillerman and that group. All those were my
grandmother's uncles, or some way. Her mother's brothers.
RW-N: Now you, you just mentioned that your grandmother's mother was American (MS: was

part) Indian.

MS: Yes, part Indian, yes. My grandmother looked-, I should have some pictures here but I ...
RW-N: This is your mother-, on your mother's side of the family?

MS: On my mother's side, these people. [inaudible]
RW-N;. Do you know of-, do you know of any other relatives in the family that, uh, were

perhaps American Indian? Or any other kinds of racial background? Do you have any white ... ?

MS: Oh, we have whites. The Prillermans have a lot of whites.
RW-N: And how are you connected to the Prillermans, now?

MS: On my grandmother's side, my mother's mother's side, Mary Davis. She was what they
called a Hairston. The Hairstons and the Prillermans. I think her name really was Hairston. I
mean, it could have been. But you know how names change and everything. In the Prillerman
family, some-, you mentioned about slaves. Some of them were slaves. (AB: Byrd was) And,
and uh, they were, they took the name of Prillerman from the white master, white slave master,
and so forth.
RW-N: Again, this is on your mother' s side?

MS: All on my mother's side. I don 't know as much about my grandmother and grandfather on
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my father's side as I should. I used to tell a tale about my grandfather Crozier, [chuckle] that my
mother said I was lying, because I was born in September, and he died, I think, uh, like October,
November that year or something like that. But I remember him. And she said I would give
description, but I imagined what I was hearing, I mean, I'd heard these stories. Cause he'd
worked at the Kelly's axe factory, too. And they would, when he would come up-they called
that up, they called down here, down in the bottom. This used to flood all, down here and
sometimes we'd have to get canoes and come down, on this level. We would uh [chuckle]-!
remember that man just as plain...

RW-N: This man who [inaudible; overlapping voices].
AB: You were two months old when he died. [laughter]

MS: Mother would say, "You couldn't have." But I told about him, how he would, you know,

lift me up and over a gate that they had nailed across the door to keep me. And I couldn't walk
then. [laughter] Let's go to the next, some other chapter.

RW-N: Let me ask you a little bit more about your childhood. You've given us a lot ofreally
very interesting details. Um, when you look back on your childhood, I think you see it, you said,
as a pretty happy time. (MS: It was) When you look back at yourself as a child, uh, what do you
remember were some of the really important characteristics? How do you perceive that now?
(MS: What as my family?) No, you as a kid.
AB: Were you a happy ... ?

MS: Yeah, I was happy. And I think I was bossy. (RW-N: You were bossy) Uh, my mother's
brother; I think I mentioned my-Harry, and I showed him on a picture. Harry had to bend to my
command. And he was just a year older than I. He was the one who was fair, and I was browner.
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RW-N: He was a year older? (MS: He was a year older than I), but he still had to bend (MS:

yeah) to you? [chuckle]
MS: And I would do ugly things, according to my grandmother. And uh, he would go running

to his mother, whom we called Harry's Momma, that was my grandmother. And I would be
smug, you know, about..... So, I was, I think I was bossy.
RW-N: Did you get along pretty well, though, with your mother and father, or were you always

in trouble? (MS: No, I got along) You got along pretty well.
MS: Well, my father is-well, my mother and father-but uh my mother did most of the

disciplining. I don't remember my father doing anything, because he thought I was just so pretty
and smart and all that kind of silly stuff.

AB: Did,he feel that way about all the children or were you special for him?
MS: I was special, I guess, because I was the first born. And then uh, see, they were very small

when he died. But uh, I remember more. Like the younger ones don't even remember what he
looked like.
RW-N: Can you tell us a little bit more about the characteristics of your parents? Your father

was how old? (MS: What? When he died?) When he died, or how old were you when he died?
MS : Let me see, uh, he must have been in his late 30's. And I was about 16 or 17 cause it was

my first year in college. Seventeen, I think I was.

AB : Was your father a loving father? I mean, did he kiss you and hold you, and what not?
MS: Not petting or anything. But he was the kind that wanted to show me off all the time, you

know, and he would pat me. And he loved all his children. He seemed to, in his childhood, one
thing, he never seemed to have had enough bananas, for one thing, and peanuts. And he would
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enjoy, on Saturday night, buying these big very ripe, I guess, basket of bananas, and bring them
home andjust watch us eat them. (AB: He'd getjoy in that?) Just joy, pure joy. And that sort of
thing.

RW-N: Was he home a great deal? (MS: Yes) Was he a man who would be home most evenings,
or be ...

MS: Yeah, he'd be tired, but he was home. On Saturday nights, he kind of went out with the
boys down here, down in the bottom. You know, that kind of a thing.

RW-N: But he was very much a presence in the family?
MS: Yes, he was.
RW-N: What do you think you got from him?
MS: One of the things I think I got from him, was uh, well, I haven't done anything with it. He
was a-, he loved poetry and music. He wrote a song. And he wrote, he loved to write the kind of
poetry that had to do with individuals in the community, that kind of stuff. And so did my
grandfather, his father. And uh, I got that joy or love for words and writing and things like that,
but I haven't done anything much with it. That's one of the things he .... And uh, I think it gave
me a feeling that uh, you're gonna, you're gonna be somebody, you know. And I don't mean that
in .. .I don't know how I mean it. I mean, that he didn't ever want me to feel like a ... underdog. I
mentioned about our going to school. And sometimes uh, the teachers, we felt, were more
inclined to give help to uh, children of the doctors or the lawyers or the teachers, or whatever.
But uh, my mother and father both gave me that you're gonna-that no matter what, you know,
you're .. .you're gonna be somebody.

RW -N: So, you got that from your mother, as well?
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MS: Yes, my mother particularly. My mother had to really fight. I don't mean with her fists, or
anything. After my father died, she was both mother and father. She uh, never took our side if
she knew we were wrong. And that's one thing she wouldn't do. But boy, don't, don't bother
those little Crozier kids. If uh, she thought we were in the right, she would go over to the school,
or whatever. There was a lady, our music teacher, named Dr. Maud Wanzer Layne, very strong
character. And had the reputation of uh, just belittling people. And all the kids were afraid of
her. She did a wonderful job in giving music. But anyway, my mother had to go up there to her,
cause she wanted my mother to uh, I mean, she had said, all the children who weren't in her
play-she used to have these big productions-uh, couldn't stand up, or be up on the stage for
the commencement, the graduation that the school had. My mother hadn't-, I wasn't in the play
because I never had any part, other than swaying, you know. [chuckle] And you had to rent
costumes out. I don't know how much the costumes were, maybe five or ten dollars. But that
was something for a lady with all these kids, well, seven children. And uh, my mother just didn't
let me be in it. And I was scared to death. Because everyone was afraid of Dr. Layne-, Maud
Wanzer. And uh, my mother went to graduation, and she was getting me ready to go up on
stage, you know, they had this stage for the school to stand during the commencement in
graduation. And my mother said uh-they called me Doots -

" Doots, I think you, the people

with children are supposed to go in there to get upon the stage." And I had to tell her that I
wasn't to go on the stage. "What do you mean?" And I told her why I couldn't. And my mother
stopped the commencement, not out there where the people were, but Miss-, Dr. Layne was
getting all the people, getting all the children lined up in their rows, the rows that were to be
sitting down there, the rows that were going to be up there on the stage.
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And my mother

walked up there, over where the children were lining up. And, "What is this?" she said to the
principal, Mr. Clark, who was our cousin, really. And uh, he got nervous, because he knew my
mother had a very strong [chuckle] temper, a strong temperament. And she said uh, "Mary is
either going to be up on the stage with the rest of the children, or she's not gonna be here. And
you can tell Maud [inaudible] ... " and Mrs. Layne was afraid to, cause my mother was a, she was
a little lady but she was powerful, you know, she had strength. So, I got to sit up on the stage.

AB: What grade would you have been in then?
MS: About the IOth.... grade. Tenth or eleventh.
AB: Did it embarrass you when your family did things like that? I mean, when your mother spoke
up in your behalf?

MS: Yeah. But the children didn't hear; my mother grabbed the principal down on the second
floor, we were over on the, I mean, down on the first floor. We were on the second floor, lining
up. Mrs. Lane was lining them up. We were down-yeah, I was afraid. I didn't, I was, I didn't
know which was the lesser evil, [chuckles], my mother or Dr. Layne. I didn't feel too good the
next day, you know, facing her. But that uh, my mother gave me strength. I wasn't as, uh, I'm
not as powerful or I'm not really as strong as she was, for things that she believed in, the right
thing. But uh ...
RW'-N: Now, she worked, ah, very hard taking care of the children in that large home (MS:

Yeah) where twenty-two people were, right? (MS: Yes, washing and ironing) She stayed at
home with the family, right? (MS: Yes) She did not earn her own money, or did she have ... ?

MS: Not until after my father died. (RW-N: Yes) Uh... she did, I told you she took in laundry.
Then for awhile, she was a custodian at Thomas Jefferson Junior High School. Those were the
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only jobs that she ....

RW-N: So, she could manage the family with that? And as ...
MS: Or with the help from my, her sisters and brothers-they all helped.
AB: Did you kids work to help, too? I mean, did you have any kind of [job]?
MS: I was the only.... [phrase later edited out by MS]

I worked in the summer time at the

Court Street Pharmacy, down on Court Street. And my sisters all uh, worked for private
families. I did do baby sitting for a family, Prices, once.

I didn't stay with them very long, cause

I think after that I went to college. I did do that with two-fifty a week, or something like that to
[inaudible word].

AB: When you were growing up, in the family with boys in the family, Harry and others, did you
feel that as !a girl you were treated differently? I mean, did they get privileges that you didn't get,
or so?

MS: No. I was strong in that way, because they let me play with them, play games. And of
course, Harry just didn't have any say at all.

AB: What about as a black child growing up in a town that had certain southern influences? Did
you feel as a black person in Charleston, as a child, coming along, that you were .. .I mean, did
you understand what discrimination and segregation was as a child?

MS: I, I really didn't feel it. As, you know, as I, I don't-I really didn't feel it then as much as I
feel it now, you know. I really didn't. But uh ...

AB: Why do you think that was so?
MS: It may have been the way that my parents uh, kept us from any really blatant kinds of racism.
And then we had a-I told you I was in a neighborhood where there was mostly uh, white people.
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And we were friends of theirs, and played there. So, we didn't need that. Maybe once or twice
on the street cars or something like that because we didn't sit together, but we weren't relegated
to ... to the back [machine beeping-signaling end of tape] ... or anything like that.
RW-N: Was there a time that you do recall being-, becoming more aware ofracism?
MS: After I started teaching. Things, there were little things that vexed me. Like uh, my bringing
my precious little third and fourth graders, getting them ready to go to the children's theater here in
Charleston. Cause I was a friend of the lady who directed the children's theater, and I wanted my
children to see that. And uh, then she had to tell me that we couldn't go, uh, that they didn't have
a .... well, our children weren't allowed to go to the children's theater. That kind-, that's when it
really hit me. And see, by then I'm a young uh (RW-N: In your twenties) ... in my twenties, early
twenties. And when I took my Brownies to Cincinnat~ little Brownies, precious, and uh, they refused
to serve us at a, at a, I think it was at a Greyhound bus station. I had about thirty little children,
precious Brownies, [chuckles] in their little brown uniform.
AB: Mary, what made you decide to go to college?

MS: It was a known thing in my family, that, that you just go.
RW-N: Now, your mother had not gone to college?
MS: My mother hadn't, no, cause she married when she was seventeen. But see, that was ...
RW-N: So you just grew up thinking ...
MS: That was a normal-, that was what. ..
RW-N: There were many aunts and uncles, weren't there, (MS: Yeah) who were teachers, you said?
MS: Yeah, I had ... aunts, but just one uncle. And we just felt that ... I mean, it was instilled, and
my grandmother was a teacher down in Virginia, before she came to uh-, my mother's mother. (RW-58-

N: Uh-huh)
AB: So you were sort of following in the family tradition? (MS: Yes) The other thing that interests

me is that you were able to live in a dorm, which was expensive (MS: Yeah) at West Virginia State.
END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 2-SIDE 2
AB: ... your staying on campus, uh, which was-your mother, by this time your father was dead.
MS: He died my first semester in college.
AB: And, and you were affording to do this. Did you work while you were at, at the college?
MS: No. Uh, I think in my senior year, I was uh, Doctor Kemp's ... what do you call 'em?
AB: Student aide, probably.
MS: Student aide. That's all I ever did. And I guess she paid me. She must have paid me. But I

worked in the summer time, I guess I told you, at the Court Street Pharmacy.
RW-N: And when you went to college, did you know that you wanted to become a teacher?
MS: I just took for granted I had to be because there weren't too many choices.
RW-N: Uh-huh. And you were at State for two years?
MS: I finished three years and two summers, three summers, I was ...
RW-N: And you graduated with a Bachelor of Arts? (MS: Yes) In... (MS: Education) in

education. Any specialty fields?
MS: My field in college was English and French. [chuckle]
RW-N: And why does that seem funny now? (chuckle]

MS: Well, the French, particularly; I don't know. There was a man, Dr. Matthews, he thought that
I was gonna be a .. and I didn't say anything. I could uh, I don't know what I could do. But I just
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did that.
AB: [chuckle] Now, when you came out of college, where was your first teaching job?

MS: My first teaching was at State College, in the training school. Uh, they used to have a training
school there for uh, student teachers and-practice teachers, they called them then. It was a threeroom school. And uh, I got that job, really through politics, in that my father was a great democrat.
And they didn't have too many black democrats around. But he was a great democrat with two very
strong uh, white [democratic friends]. And uh, got my job down there. I didn't get a job the first
years, my first two years.
AB: And what did you do during that period? You were out of school but you didn't have a ....

MS: I got a job with uh, I don't know what agency had a-; I taught kindergarten for two years. It
was under ;WPA, or something like that. I had that kind of a job.
AB: While you were searching for a permanent teaching job.

MS: While I was waiting, my Daddy just went up to Mr .... [chuckle] What was the man's name;
he just died.
AB: But now, by this time, your father died before you got out of...

MS: He died my first year in college.
AB: But he still had these friends who helped you get a job?

MS: Yes.
AB: Uh-huh, and how long were you down at Institute?

MS: Three years, and three summers.
AB: And . . .I mean, when you were teaching. When you taught down there.

MS: Oh, I taught there for fourteen and a half years.
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AB: Oh, you were there a long time. (MS: Uh-huh)
RW-N: Now, the training school, do I understand this correctly? Children crune in from the
community and went to classes there?

MS: And the crunpus faculty ...
RW-N: At the crunpus, and the crunpus faculty children...
MS: Children, were there, children in the village. It's a village.
RW-N: And you had certain teachers there, and so you became a teacher there, in that school?
MS: I was, yes, there were three teachers. Delene Harvey, who taught the fifth and sixth, and was,
was the principal also; and Louise Thompson was the first and second grade teacher. And I was the
third and fourth grade. We both, we all, each had two grades.

RW-N: And you stayed there fourteen years?
MS: Fourteen and a half. Until uh, Scott Brown, who was the assistant superintendent in Kanawha
County schools, a black fellow, uh, came down and asked if I would be the principal at Washington,
Booker T. Washington grade school. And I said, ''No, I don't know anything about being a
principal." And uh, when I went home and my mother asked me how was my day, and I said, "Well,
something funny happened today. Scotty Brown asked me to become the principal of Washington
Grade School." The principal there was very old, Mr. Carper. And uh, my Mother said, just casual,
"Well, what did you tell him?'' I said, "What could I tell him? I told him no, I don't know anything
about being a principal." She said, "You get on that telephone"-she was bossy, too [chuckle]-''tell
him that you changed your mind, that you will take it." I said, "But, Bar, I don't know anything

about being a principal." "You know as much about it as Stella Jrunes." And she nruned all the
people who were principals. I cried. I just wept. I, because I really didn't, I hadn't had any training,
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[laughing] but that's the way I became principal. She said I was going to.
RW-N: And why were you crying?

MS: Because I didn't want to be a principal. I didn't know anything about being a principal.
RW-N: So why did you have to do what your mother told you?

MS: Yeah, at that age. [chuckle] I still had to do what... she ruled me, too. You know, I mean, not
in an ugly way but...

.

RW-N: And you had to be, at this point in time, uh, thirty-five, something like that? Cause you said

you were fourteen years and by the time ....
MS: Must have been thirty-five or thirty-six or something like that.
RW-N: And schools were still segregated (MS: Oh, yeah) during this time. So, you went ahead and

became a principal, at, at Booker T. Washington?

MS: Yeah, on Donnally Street.
RW-N: On Donnally Street; uhm, that was what kind of a school?

MS: Elementary. (AB: one through six) One through six. (AB: How many teachers?) We had six
teachers.
AB: And did you do some teaching, too, or did you just do administrative ... ?

MS: No, that was the one good thing. That was when I was fearful that I would have to teach, and
act as principal. And then, all those teachers at Booker T. Washington were older than I, and you
know, they'd been there long enough, and didn't think I should be there. And one of them was-the
Richard I told you about? (AB: Mmm-hmm) She had married my boyfriend, Richard. [laughter]
RW-N: One of the teachers had married your old boyfriend from your childhood days. [laughter]
AB: And how long were you at Washington?
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MS: I was at Washington School. . .I can't. . .I went there in mmm; isn't that awful? I know I was
there until I went overseas, you know, went to Cardiff, '55. (RW-N: Okay)
AB: Well, how did, how did you find being a principal, I mean, how did you learn what to do?

MS: I just, I just played it by ear. And I knew that the best thing to do, is to get in with the children,
cause your children are the best ambassadors to the school. And I had some interesting kinds of
experiences, because that was considered the uh, red light district, where the ladies of the night
worked and everything. And most ofmy children's parents earned their money in that manner, you
know-not most of them, many of them. But the most beautiful experiences I've ever had were right
there at school. In fact, some of the blacks in the community-I mean, not in the community-in the
city, thought it was a matter of prejudice that they put me there. No, that was when I went to Fruth;
I'm mixed up now.
AB: Well, when you ... you stayed at that school until you had that experience in Wales. (MS: Yes,

'56) When you came back from Wales, did you go back to Washington?
MS : No, schools had integrated. And uh, they didn't have any place for a black principal.

RW-N: Now, did they actually integrate the year you were gone?
MS: Yes, they started it then. They did it, you know, bit by bit. I think they did it up to the fifth
grade, or something first. And I was placed as a teacher at Robins School. (AB: mmm-hmm)

RW-N: So, what had happened at Washington? Washington still existed, Booker T. Washington
School?
MS : The principal, I mean, the teacher, well, it was broken down, the children were sent part to
Fruth and I don't know where the others went. [overlapping voices]

AB : So they closed the building?
-63-

MS: Mrnm-hmm. The teacher, one ofmy teachers was the acting principal while I was gone. (RWN: yes) Maud Alice Bennett.
AB: And how long did you stay at Robins?
MS: Two years. Then I became principal at uh, oh, Riverview, up Wertz Avenue.
AB: Which was an integrated school?
MS: Yeah, except they had about one or two white families. Mr. Rayford had died-he was
principal there. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Maybe they had three white ...
RW-N: How did you get that job? Was it open and you applied for it? Did someone ask you to
apply for it?
MS: I don't know how. I think it was just offered to me. Bec~use, you know, I had been a
principal, prior to that. No, I didn't apply.
AB: Uh, when you went to Robins, you were teaching with white teachers for the first time in your
experience? (MS: Yes) How did you find that, and how did ... ?
MS: Well, I taught with white teachers in Wales.
AB: In Wales. But here in West Virginia, that was your first experience at Robins. How did you find
that? How did the students receive you, and how did the parents and other teachers receive you?
MS: Uh, well... the best, the proof of the, what is it? The proof of the pudding?
RW-N: The proof of the pudding.
MS: Uh, I was really, really accepted very well. And one of the things, I think, was uh, I had some
friends that I had worked with in girl scouting, some women. And they had worked very closely with
me, and they lived on Edgewood. And uh, when some of the parents were a little hesitant, when they
heard that a black teacher was coming, uh, these who knew me through the scouting and everything,
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said, "lfit's the same Mary Crozier," or whatever, yeah, Mary Crozier, " .. that I know, or we know,
you should be thankfu~ or you should be flattered that she's accepted to come." And that kind of
made some, some of the other parents, you know, kind of think. Nobody that I know of, took the
children out, you know, out of my class. I taught fourth grade over there. So, I was accepted. We~
one or two maybe maybe. But some of them became friends of mine over the years. And the parents,
also. They were very .... And I used my children again. I was always interested in having creative
kinds of things with children, you know, plays and dramas, and that sort of thing. And uh, that
attracted the children and the parents. And uh, I was a little hesitant, because black children had
never gone on, on these uh, sixth grade patrol trips. And uh, I offered my services to take the, take
a group, not on the patrol trip, but I was gonna take just a group of children to Washington, along
with one;of my black friends, Winona Jackson, who was principal. She was taking her sixth grade
and to make a full load, I just asked some of my white friends, I mean, white parents, that I was going
to Washington, could they go. They were delighted. They let me take them.
AB: So you had really an integrated group of kids on that trip? (MS: Yeah) And it worked out all

right?

MS: Fine. I lost one of the little white girls. I was so afraid. What was I gonna do, to get back to
Charleston without her? But Debbie was a little, curious little girL who would walk around; I don't
know where'd she had gone. But we found her. And I brought her back safely. [chuckle]

RW-N: How did you feel about the schools being integrated? Uh, what were the good things about
it and were there any bad things about it?

MS: The good things were that the children got an opportunity, especially the uh, white children, got
an opportunity to see ... well, black teachers, for example. And uh, experience some new kinds of
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things that the black teachers had to offer.

RW-N: Like what?

MS: Well, some of the kinds of things, the very uh, dramatic things. I would have uh, uh, something
about black history all the time. And that included all of them. And I would uh, introduce certain
black people that I knew, bringing them in and that sort of .. some things the children just weren't
aware of. That was some of the, those were some of the good things. And uh, the same thing with
the association with the interrelationships that I had, I mean, that I knew about, within the schools,
the black and white teachers, interrelationship. No, some of the black teachers were placed in difficult
situations. I knew of one down at uh, Grandview School. She had a difficult time, Thelma
McDaniel. And uh

RW-N: !Does that mean there was a problem with her being accepted in the school, when you say
a difficult time?

MS: Yeah. Because of the kinds of things that the principal did to her; I don't know.
AB: Did you think that the equipment, textbooks and things like that, that you had to work with was
improved once the schools were integrated?

MS: I think so.
RW-N: Do you mean improved for the, for the black ...

AH: For the children, for the students. [overlapping voices] I mean, when you were in a black
school-well, for all of them. I guess what I want to know ifthere was a difference in the way the
black schools were treated in terms (MS : Yes) ofresources and what not, that changed when schools
were integrated.

MS: Resources, we had better resources after the schools were integrated, because we had these old
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books that were stamped "For Colored Only," you know. And uh, of course, in the athletic
department they suffered, using the hand-me-down uniforms of the whites, and so forth. But our
resources were improved. Relationships... slowly, very slowly, were different. Because there was
so many, I mean, there were misconceptions that uh, the white faculty members had. For example,
I started an international or inter-something kind of festival at uh, I forget which school it was. I'm
thinking it was at Fruth, either Fruth or, some place. And uh, at this festival, we had all races of
things. And each room was a different race, and had the culture of that particular race. And uh, one
teacher said that she wasn't [going to participate], that she had to say that she couldn't take part in
it. Oh no, this [incident occurred with regard to] a big celebration I had all about black people. And
this particular teacher said, well, she couldn't participate, because she didn't know, you know, that
much about uh, black people, and everything. And I said, uh, "Well, how much did you know about
the Jewish and the others that we had celebrated, the Jewish celebrating their holiday and things like
that? And it won't be any different." "Well, I just feel kind of awkward," or something, something
she said. That kind of thing disturbed me, concerned me. But we had it and she participated.

RW-N: We have, some times in talking to teachers who went into desegregated schools, mentioned
that they thought in some ways, the black children may have been hurt by that. (MS: By... ?) By.
(MS: the integration?) By the integration.

MS: Well, I'm sure there were incidents. And uh, blatant kinds of incidents. I feel that we lost, we
lost uh, something that I can't put my fingers on, that Garnett High, for example, gave to the
students. It was such a lasting kind of thing, relationship, and vision, and that sort of thing. We lost
that for some-but 1 don't know why. 1 don't know what we can do. But we lost in that way.
There was something that we got from those uh, black teachers, that. .. not wholly lost, but much of
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it is lost.
AB: Do you feel that (MS: You may not ... ) students have changed in the years since you have been

a teacher? Over the years.
MS: Racial?
AB: Well, not racially, but uh. .. behavior, attitudes toward learning. Are, are there changes in young

people?
MS: I feel, but I don' t know whether-I said something this morning-I don't know whether it's

because I changed. But I don't think that the children have as much desire to learn. They don't want
you to teach them Or, and it may be all the focus that's outside in society, that has, caused this. And
it concerns me. This feeling of it doesn't matter. But it does matter.
RW-N: Aire you talking now about both black and white children (MS: both black and white) . ..and

other children, as well?
MS: Uh-huh.
AB: Uh, once you went to Riverview as a principal, you remained the principal through the rest of

your teaching, your active career? (MS: Yes) And I think you were showing us a, a, an award that
you had gotten for fifty-three, was it, years?
MS: Fifty-three years.
AB: Of, of, in the school system.
MS : Yes. I received a number of awards for kinds of things like that. And fifty-three years is a long

time.
RW-N: Now, you retired officially when?
MS: '89, 1989.
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RW-N: And you, in fact, are still substitute teaching?
MS: Yes. (RW-N: In fact, you were susti ... ) I did today.
RW-N: You did today. And yesterday? [MS: chuckle] On your, not on your birthday. You took
your birthday off on Monday, but you went back to work on Tuesday and Wednesday? (MS: Yes)
And when you're called out as a substitute, do you have uh, a few schools that you typically return
to, two or three that you may work in... or one?

MS: Well, I just signed up for this area that's not too far away. (RW-N: Uh-huh) But I go to most
all of them. You know, like Kanawha City and those schools up there. In fact, I was up Kanawha
City for uh, about seven weeks here last year.

RW-N: Oh, was that in Kanawha City? I know you mentioned that. (MS: Yeah) Mmm-hmm.
AB:~ Mary, what is it that pushes you do, to take on things like this? For example, you became
a girl scout leader. You didn't have any little girls of your own who were girl scouts. What made
you decide to do that?

MS: Well, you know, our girls didn't have girl scouting. I think Elizabeth Gihnore and I were about
the first to even start-I know, I just liked.. .I've always liked children. And there's something about
scouting that fascinated me. I was never a scout. I was never allowed, you know; they didn't have
'em Like a little girl told me over at Robins school, I was the first colored teacher she had ever had.
And I said oh, was I? And she said, ''I didn't know they made them" [laughing] Of course, I knew
they had scouts. But I just, there's something... maybe I got that from my mother. My mother uh,
for example, they didn't have uh, Army mothers. My mother organized the first Army mothers
around here, because she felt that she had sent her son, and a lot of other blacks around, didn't call
'em blacks-colored or negros--had uh so ...
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were something.

RW-N: What kind of a teacher are you? How would you describe yourself as a teacher? You did
say that you liked to do creative things.

MS: Yes. And I uh, like to be fair with the children, but I'm also firm. I'm very firm with children.
And I like to do something different every time. Now, for example, the group I had today, I had them

yesterday, not knowing I was gonna be back with them today. And uh, I wanted to make, make this
day different from yesterday, and highlight and every. . . . And I did, I just made up some kinds of
things to do. Uh, the little group I had in reading, for example, it was called the copy cat. We read
the story, then I said, "Oh, wouldn't it be wonderful for us to ... "--see, it was the second and third
grade, split-" It's gonna be wonderful to have a play. Ooh!" And so we had a play that we didn't
even rehearse. These were the second graders had this play. They got so up into it. We had our
performance for these third graders. And those things just give me a lift, for some ... for some reason
I just like things like that. They loved it. One parent came in, because of something I did yesterday
with her child, that she was, cap... you know just, what is it? capitvated? (RW-N: captivating?) The
child went home and told something, I don't know what it was I did. I think the child had done a job
so well or something, and I just .... "Ahh! Put your hand in your (inaudible] and give yourself a pat
on the back." And that meant a lot to that particular child. I don't even know her name. [chuckle]
But I do get excited about doing something different. Sometimes I'm, I get very tired and go right
straight upstairs and go to bed. [all laugh]

RW-N: Do you have a philosophy of education?

MS: That's the question that they asked me, (RW-N: When you were interviewing for a job?) the
Board of Education. What is my philosophy? (chuckle] I know what my personal philosophy is. No
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RW-N: I don't know what an Army mother is. Tell me about that.
MS: Uh, mothers who had uh, sons, they were sons then, in service. (RW-N: Uh-huh) And uh, there
were, oh, just all over America, they had these big groups of Army mothers.

AB: This was during World War II?

MS: Yes. And my mother started it.
AB: In addition to your girl scouts, that's not the only thing that you do. I mean, you are active with
the sorority, you're active with (MS: Three sororities) three sororities, with the Episcopal church
women, (MS: Alzheimer's), with all these things. What is it, what is it that makes you do that?

MS: I keep thinking that I can help one more person. I get that from my mother. My mother loved
to help uh, people and causes and that sort of thing. But uh, kind of in the background in doing it
[phone ringing in background-break in tape] ... she loved talking to your husband, Jesse Hamyes.

AB: We were talking about the organizations and why you get involved with things like that. Not
only do you get involved, because I always know when the fashion show is for the Deltas, you always
sell the most tickets. So, I mean, you really throw yourself into these activities.

MS: Yeah. Uh, there's something.. .I guess there's just something a part ofmy nature. I like to ..
.. I'm not a show-off That's what uh, Marian Jones says, that I just like to show off. But these· are
not show-off kinds of things. I don't, I don't know what makes me tick. But I'm happiest when I'm
doing things like that. All kinds of things. Uh....

RW-N: And you're still very actively doing them today?
MS: Yes. I'm on the Human Rights Commission; I'm trying [inaudible]. And AARP, oooh, uh,
National Minority specialist. But I don't really think I'm a specialist at all but ... I'm involved in just
maybe too many things at my age. (AB: Plus your teaching.) Yeah, plus ... oh, my children today
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matter what it is, this happened. I always say, well, it's not the end of the world. Sometimes I am
very...just, things are just devastating, like I can't find important papers or something. And I decide,
well, it's not the end of the world. I got so that other people use that same thing. That's my
personal. .. but as far as education, I guess, there's always uh, something that you can do to help
others reach the sunshine or the heights. And you can be, you can lie down to pleasant sleep, to a
pleasant sleep, when that is done. And each day that I get up, I get up with a feeling, if I can just do
one thing for somebody else, I'll do it. And that gives me a lift, too. I never bemoaned .. .lots of
things I do are foolish. I do a lot of foolish kinds of things. But uh, if I feel that - if I feel that it's
gonna bring a glow to somebody, a bit of sunshine, I will.
AB: Have you enjoyed life?

MS: Yes, I really have.
AB: Do you feel that your dreams-, I mean, is there anything that you wanted to do when you were

a teenager or a child, that you haven't been able to do? Or do you feel your dreams have been
ful:filled?

MS: The only thing that I haven't done really is to put my writings where someone can enjoy them,
no more than just family. They're always after me. Because I don't feel like they're that good. They
used to call me the poet laureate, is that the way you pronounce it? For the Kanawha County
elementary principals. Because each year, and I got this from my father, I would take uh, the words
from a poem that my father uh, wrote. I would write something and present it at the elementary
principal's luncheon. It's things like that, that just make me glow. Like uh, he had written this poem,
it was, oh, what did he call it? Something about on a dark and stormy night, he was in the graveyard.
[Phrase edited out by MS]

These verses that shall follow are from tombstones that I read. And

-72-

on each tomb-, I mean, for each tombstone, he would read something funny, I mean, he had written
something funny like, "no more shall you hear or make high C-", oh, I forget them right now. But
anyway, I used to write 'em for, and have something about each principai each principal that I could
think of something. And they just loved it. Just loved it. And some of them would try to get to me,
so I would be sure to include them in my next, [chuckle] in my next writing. But that's the kind of
thing. But some of them are ....
'

RW-N: So, you've written mostly poetry, when you say your family would like you to gather
writings? Are there other kinds of writings?
~ : Lots ofuh, weR a lot of speeches, especially for churches, cause I used to do a lot. And I wrote
a book for children that, that I really should re-write. And maybe I could get it published, but I don't
know. \' [name of book], The Color Box." And I wrote it and had the nerve, because a man from
one of the big publishing houses, salesman came past and he heard it, he heard me reading it because
I was getting ready to present it to some teachers or something. And uh, Random House, is this man.
And he said, ''Mary, I've got to have it. I'll take it to ... " Said he was going to the New York office,
they were gonna have a conference or something, a meeting. And he was going to show it to a boss,
which he did. And uh, it was unusual, but. .. the boss kept it for a long time. And I always, kind of
pride, I feel pride in that I got a rejection, not a rejection slip, but a long rejection letter from the uh
[all chuckle] from the president, saying that uh, it uh, that, saying it was about an inanimate object,
and they weren't using that [inaudible]. But he suggested I would keep it.
And I got my master's degree on a play that my little third and fourth grade children at Institute
school wrote; we wrote it together.
and fourth graders ...

It was an unusual experience, in that uh, here these little third

o~ group would go up
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to the home

economics department at State

College and they helped them with their costumes, you know. Of course, the kids thought they were
really designing them And one group went over to the print shop. Dr. Belcher took a group to do
the script for the play. It was called The Stolen Fiddler; it's a story of uh, one of old King Cole's
fiddlers, who was lost. [chuckle] And it was a delight. And the children, ohhh, they got such a kick
out of, ofuh presenting this play, in what we call the children's theater; after the whites didn't let me
go up there, I opened my own ... (AB: your own) I opened my own children's theater building,
down there on the corner; they tore it down now, near Brenda Howard, down on the corner,
whatever that street is. But anyway, uh, when I got my master's degree, uh, at University of
Cincinnati, they took what they called field projects. And I said, "Well, I'll use this." And my
professor, the one that was supposed to be in charge of the, what do you call 'em? Well, anyway,
we, we uh, he looked over this and he said this, he said, "Hold on. Hold on to this." But anyway,
they gave me my master's degree on that uh, play with these children. See, that's the kind of thing
that excites you, doesn't it? [laughing]
AB: So, you got a whole batch, then, of things that you have created over the years. Yeah, you

should pull 'em together.
MS: Well, I can't pull them together.
RW-N: Tell me, tell me about your master's degree, cause we didn't really complete that. We talked

about you getting your bachelor's degree. When did you finish your master's degree?
MS: 1951. At the University of Cincinnati. And I had to go there, you know, to get my advanced

degree, because uh we were not allowed to go to West Virginia University. And there wasn't any
university in our [inaudible].
RW-N: Did you actually move there?
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MS: Oh, no. (RW-N: You took. .. here) I did it in the summer. (RW-N: You did it in the summers?)
Yeah.

RW-N: So you, so you lived there in the summers? (MS: Yeah) To take courses, and then, then you
finished it. And the master's degree is in what?

MS: Elementary education and uh, psychology.
AB: Uh, could we go back for a minute to your work? When you went up to Riverside as principal,

(MS: Riverview) Riverview, where did you go after that?

MS: That's when schools became completely integrated. Uh, they asked me to do uh, two schools.
And I did Capitol School, which is up near the Kanawha City bridge. And it's now one of the state
offices. Capitol School, and Riverview. I was with both schools, as principal. And that's the school
in which L.[. Anderson, who was formerly the editor ofuh, of uh Charleston Gazette, a very-he
still writes now, he writes for the Mail-his son was going there. And I had taken some little children
over to uh Charleston Gazette to have their pictures taken [unclear phrase edited out by MS].
Because we were starting something that they'd never had around here called Lemme Sticks. Okay,
and Mr. uh, L.T. Anderson stopped me and said, "Are you the Mary Young that's supposed to go
to Capitol School?'' "Yes, I am." He said, "Has anyone told you that we don't want you?" And here

I am, I had my little children all dressed in white cause they were getting their pictures made for it.
I said, ''No, they haven't." He said, "Well, we don't." And uh, I started to say, "Well, what you see,

is what you get." But anyway, he said, "Aren't you gonna ask me why?" And I said, "Well, I think
l know why." He said, "I'm not sure you do. We don't want half of you. We want all of you." So,
that was... but I was about to get fooled, [AB: chuckle] very incensed over his saying something like
that.
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AB: So, you had those two schools. What was your next assignment?
MS: To Fruth.
AB: To Fruth.
KC: Down on uh, (AB: Mmm-hmm) Lee Street.

AB: And then from there,where?
MS: To Glenwood.
AB: And you stayed at Glenwood until you retired?
MS: Yeah, I stayed at Glenwood fourteen and a half years. I was a principal for thirty-five years. Of
various schools.

AB: So uh, back again, you talked about your mother and the anny (MS: Army mothers) ...how di~
what about World War Il? Were you here in Charleston, and do you have any memories about World
War II? Did it affect you at all, personally, or so?

MS: No, my husband was-, my first husband, was in World War II, and my brother, I lost a brother
in the service. Uh, my oldest brother, Robert. And uh, I used to go from camp to army camp.
[chuckle] From one army base to another with my husband and everything. It didn't really affect me,
because I was teaching, and I only saw him and saw the camp life. I worked at the, what do you call
those? UTO's? What were, what do you call 'em?

RW-N: Uh... the USO?
MS: The USO's.
AB: But that was during the swnmers, then, because you stayed here and taught during the winter,
and you'd join him during the swnmer, and in the summer you worked at the USO?

MS: Mmm-hmm.
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RW-N: We have not, in fact, talked about your more personal life. You mentioned a son the other

day, I think when we were out of tape.
MS: He's adopted; I adopted him when he was six months old.
RW-N: Okay. And so, and now you've mentioned a first husband. Can you ... do you want to share

any of that with us?
MS: Well, it doesn't matter.
RW-N: Only as much as you want to.
MS: I married uh, one of the boys that-all the girls in Charleston were marrying different-one of

the boys down at uh, Youth, it was called the Youth Corps, or something, CC.
(AB: CCC?) It wasn't that one. Anyway, they had uh, it was almo~t like a job corp. They had all
these nice boys over here at, what's the name ofit? I'll think ofit later. But anyway, Stanley Young;
and I was a Young. Lots of people still know me as Young. And some of the students I have will
still call me ...
AB: Was he from Charleston?

MS: No, he was from Philadelphia. And he's critically ill at this time. And we remained friends,

that's where I go back to friends again. Uh, we're still friends. He never forgets uh, my birthday or
anything. He'll call. He lives in California, where my son lives. My son uh, was my sister-in-law's
child; she did not want him. And uh, Stanley and I took him at six months old. And you can't,
[machine beeping-end of tape] you can't, at least I can't, I don't think I could have loved anyone, and
I think he's very fiunily-oriented. He just calls all the time, wonders why I don't call more. And he
really wants me to move to California, but un-un.
RW-N : Do you have grandchildren?
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MS: I have two grandsons. They're up on the wall [referring to photos]. One of them is uh,
graduated from Notre Dame, and he is in marketing of pharmaceutical to--oh, I started to say
tools-pharmaceutical supplies. And the other one is ten years younger than he is. He' s uh, in San
Diego College.

RW-N: Now, these are the sons of your son, right? I mean that, that (MS: uh-huh). Okay. And
you're divorced, I presume. Divorced or separated ...

MS: I've divorced twice.
RW-N: You're divorced twice. But your son was a child of your first marriage? (MS: Yes) And
then you married again once after that?

MS: Yes. I married a Snow.
RW-N: That's where you got the name Snow, okay.
MS: From Huntington. (RW-N: From Huntington) He worked at the uh, Marshall.
RW-N: I must admit before when you mentioned Mr. Anderson referring to you as Mary Young,
I must admit I was confused about that. So, now it's straightened out for me.

MS: Yes, it clears it up. And you know, we're still friends, he and his wife, and I are still friends.
It goes back again to friends as a, funny .. .I am a peculiar friend. You know, for example, I call
Ancella my friend, but we don't buddy-buddy. And I don't call her down for coffee, or she calls ...

RW-N: Is that because in some way you only have so much time, and you prefer to use your time
working in organizations, doing those kinds 0£ .. ?
M S : [inaudible], that I'mjust that peculiar. (RW-N: okay [chuckles])
AB: Mary, you grew up going to a Baptist church? (MS: Yes. Ebenezer Baptist) And now you are

very active in the Episcopal church. How did the change come about?
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MS: I was dating a fellow named Oliver Mosby, who belonged to St. James, when St. James was up
on uh, what's the name? Christopher Street. And uh, you know how you do things, like I did things
with Richard. [laughter] Well, Oliver uh, was the clerk at St. James at the time. And I just got
interested in the church, 1958. So, I've been there all ....
RW-N: So, we've, we've spent a lot of time uh, talking to you about your career and your teaching.
Rightly so, but I also get the sense, since you go back to childhood and told us about Richard, that
you have certainly had a full life, with regard to other kinds of relationships.
MS: Oh, yes, hold on, just one second ...
END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 3 - SIDE 1
RW-N: .' .. come to visit you?
MS: Oh, no, she was here for the party. (RW-N: uh-huh)
AB: This is tape three; Mary Snow; September 17, 1997. So, your students keep in touch with you?
MS: Yeah, [inaudible name] was telling, when I became principal, when I left Institute school, all
the kids cried and carried on. And went over to the Nazarrene Church over there, because they had
some kind of a little after-school thing. [Unclear phrase edited out by MS] And she said all these
kids went over there and they were crying and carrying on. And the minister thought that I had died.
[laughing] And all it was, I was leaving, going up there. She said they were so broken-and they
hated the next teacher that came in. And she was telling ....
RW-N: Mrs. Snow, I have a lot of questions that may seem somewhat unrelated, all right? Because
we've talked about a lot of things, but here and there we've left out things. I'm just gonna spring
them on you, okay? Do you think that black people's lives have changed for the better in recent
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years? I'm talking about since the Civil Rights Movement.

MS: Sometimes I think it's just at a standstill. And I don't know how to ...
RW-N: Had it improved before the standstill? [overlapping voices]
MS:Mmmh?
RW-N: Had they improved before the standstill, or has it not improved at all since the 1930s, '40s?
MS: Certain areas, I think, have not improved. So far as this community is concerned?
RW-N: Well, this community or in general?
MS: Or in general Somehow I'm concerned about um, I'm concerned one time, and the next time
something'll come up that just excites me, things that I don't know about that are happening in other
places or around. This may seem like a little thing, but this summer, when I went to one of the
conferences, Phi Delta Kappa conference in Austin-, Austin, Texas-, uh, there were youngsters there,
I was about to give up hope about some of the youngsters around here. But those youngsters were
doing some things that were just so remarkable. And their people at the conference, Phi Delta Kappa
people, who were doing just remarkable kinds of things. I said, "Well, it isn't, everything isn't lost."

RW-N: Now, you're talking about black children?
MS: Black-, these were black children performing. (RW-N: Yes) And the black uh, sorority members
who were just doing fantastic kinds of things, that just made. . .. And looking on the television every,
at certain programs, there were some things that. . .I'm so pleased at some of the positions and things
that we have. I was speaking mostly of blacks.

RW-N: Yes, so you can see some progress sometimes.
MS: Yes, I really, yes, then I get encouraged and come back and I think of something that I could
do to really. . ..
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RW-N: Did you work in any active way in the Civil Rights Movement in the '60's, or into the '70's?
MS: I apologize, I really didn't just; I didn't do anything. See, I didn't, for example, take part in the
uh, sit-down at the Diamond Department Store, when we couldn't go there. Uh, I always tried to
give a, give a good, I guess, a good model or good impression, or to focus, refocus some white
people, ideas and that sort of thing. But as an activist, I was not. And I regret it. I was talking to
Barbara Harris, another peculiar friend of mine, about some of the things that I didn't do, that maybe
I should have done. But I think some of the things I've done, have really helped in a small way. And
maybe if everybody does something in a small way, the big picture would be better. (RW-N: Mmm-

hmm)

AB: Why, I certainly think that things like scouting and all the other stuff that you do .... I mean,
people, people are activists in different ways. I think you've been an activist in your life; I mean, you
may not be out there carrying signs but you were certainly breaking ground in many, many ways.

MS: Yeah, and I tried to keep focused on the values of things and that sort of thing. So, that uh, I
don't know. And you mentioned about school, for example. When I became principal of Capitol
SchooL that was the uh, I was the first black principal in the city. We had black principals, you know,
before, but of a black school (AB: black school), yeah. So, I was having a white school and a black
school. And uh, I tried to promote things and carry myself in a way that uh, the whites would, would
uh, get a different focus on black people, even black educators. I know before I took the job, I' d
already been appointed but two of the teachers, who were at Capitol School, two of the white
teachers, quit. They didn't quit, I mean, they asked to be reassigned. They went down to, there was
a school called Kanawha Elementary, across from the Board of Education. And uh, they went there.
And uh, much to their surprise, every time they turned around, looked up, something going on, I was
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there. [laughter] I was in it. You know, something educational. I was in charge of the science
teachers, or something. And I was in the reading, one of the chairpersons for a reading group. And
every time they turned around, here I was.
AB: So they couldn't escape you?

MS: Un-un. And right now, one of them became, oh, she became-, she eased herself in the West
Virginia Association of Retired School Employees, because she came to the meeting here. That's
another thing that I'm in. And who should be the president when she got there. She'd been coming,
but then she uh, she'd stopped coming for awhile. Then she came back. This is one of our white
teachers. And she has been just amazed. [chuckling] She still hasn't softened on everything, but
she's, she kind of lets me know that she's, regrets not knowing me better. I mean, just to quit
because I was black; wasn't a very good reason.

RW-N: Do you think that black people in general have a tougher time in life than white people?
MS: I think in general. Sometimes it's subtle. Some of us can overcome it. Some of us have
overcome ... this, but uh, the thing I think that bothers most ofus, the subtle kinds of things. You
can kind of deal with them if they're up front with it, just open. But here again, I'm peculiar, so I
always think that uh.. .I just don't know.

RW-N: How about, how 'bout women? How about black women? Do you think that black women
carry a double burden uh, because .... because they are black, and also because of gender? That it's
been tougher on them and th ...

MS: I guess overall, it's true. But. .. so many of them, you would never know it. I mean, of the
things we've been able to accomplish, have shown, and they've done. You know, just like all the
things that this girl does. [referring to AB?]
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RW-N: Well, how does, how does, how does sexism, then, enter into the lives of black women? I
mean, you know, we talked a little bit how racism does, and some of that is obvious. How does
sexism play out for black women?
MS: Well, I don't think the black women have been, don't think as much as black men. Sexism, if
that's what you're talking about. How do you, in what tenns are you speaking of?

RW-N: Well, I. .. sometimes it is said that women in general uh, carry, carry the burden of sexism.
That because they are women, they don't have, they may not have certain kinds of opportunities, they
have uh, incredible burdens sometimes of work and taking care of children They may have incredible
burdens of getting abused physically, sexually. So, I'm asking you how, how, and if you think, and
how that affects black women, and how that might play out in their lives, in general?
MS: Well .. , .I really don't know how to answer that. .. clearly. I know we are ... affected. But what
causes it now, it, goes back, I guess .. .I go along with uh, it's not the end of the world if! meet with
something, that kind of thinking, that that's those uh disturbing :factors. I try to find a different route,
or something else.

RW-N: I wanna, I wanna ask you a question that I hope uh, you don't get angry with me. (MS: I
don't get angry; that's another thing. I don't cry easily and I don't get angry) Very early on, uh, after
teaching for, you know, a good number of years, you were invited to be a principal. And then, after
that, the schools were integrated, and after a few years of being a teacher, you were principal again,
and you were a principal until you retired. Did you ever have any feeling that there was any tokenism
in that? That you were the token black, the token woman who was being chosen to be the principal?
Did you ever have, have any of those feelings?

MS: Yes, I did. Uh, I did kind of feel that, that maybe they were just trying to find somebody.
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Because when they made me the principal of Capitol SchooL you know, the first black at the all-white
school, uh, at the same time, I was on my way up there to tell them that I had resigned, because I'd
been asked by a man from Alaska, one of the superintendents in Alaska I'd met him at an elementary
school principal. . . . And for some reason, he took a liking to me; I mean, professionally. And uh,
he, he uh, said, "We've got to have you in Alaska." I said, "I can't go to Alaska." [chuckle] And
he said uh, "Well, let me send you some material. Let me send you a contract," bah, bah, bah. Well,
anyway, he sent me a contract. I still have it down there in the bottom drawer over there. And I was
gonna go up to the Board of Education to Mr. Brammin and tell him that I've decided to go to
Alaska I was going as an assistant principal of some school, I don't know where. And uh, Mr.
Brammin said, "WelL sorry to hear that, because we were just getting ready to appoint you to Capitol
School. We'd like for you to reconsider." And I thought, to myself, " What should I do?'' Because
see, I had been offered both of them. But uh, my mother was still living then. And uh, I didn't know
about going all the way to Alaska to become principaL assistant principal that's what I was going to
be. And then I thought, well, maybe I should go to Capitol School. That's the way I. ..

RW-N: Well, I certainly get the feeling, too, that uhm, if you ever had any feelings that you were
being chosen because of tokenism, that you also ... people were choosing you a great deal, so there
had to be more to it than that. And you were often offered other jobs, so I would presume from that,
that you also know that some of that was your own ability.

AB: Uh, Mary, along that ... what about the salaries of black teachers during the time you were
teaching, as compared to that of white teachers? Were they paid the same amount, and did you get
what men got, I mean, did you feel discriminated against, ever?

MS: No, I never did. But maybe I wasn't getting as much, because my first job down at State, I only
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made $125 a month for nine months. And uh, I don't know what they were, what the real.... I got
$60 extra for being uh, supervisor, you know, of... (RW-N: mrnm-hmmm)
AB: But you never (MS: I, I never felt ... ) felt that men made more than you did, or that white
teachers made more than you did?

MS: I don't think they did, because in thinking about, I didn't think they were. But maybe they were.
[chuckling] See, that's .. .I'm naYve; some people would go to bat and find out, you know, they'd
have to tell 'em.

RW-N: When you look back over your life, do you see any uh, critical turning points, things where
you made a decision to do something, and had you done something else, your life would have been
quite different?

MS: We~ I think about that Alaska thing. Then I, they sent for me to come to uh, Florida, to take
a-in fact, I went down there to take a job. And then uh, an interesting, select-by-choice that I had
to make a decision about, was uh, before book salesmen, they used to have women going out
demonstrating, you know, all over the country, textbooks and things like that. And I was chosen or
was asked, somebody came up to the school. I'd given some kind of a demonstration. And they sent
for me to come to Cincinnati for the book publishers, a book, some book company. And they were
about to give me a job, and they'd never given a black before, you know, to be one of these, uh ..
.and that was for Random House, I believe, it was. It was. And uh, but I felt insecure. I didn't feel
like I could do it. I couldn't go all over the country, talking about reading. [laughter] I didn't feel
like I was good enough for that. And I didn't get that one. But they wined and dined me but I. ....

RW-N: If you had to uh choose five terms to describe yourself, what would those terms be?
MS: Uh. . .I think I'm uh, giving. But sometimes I get a real hurt feeling inside. I think I'm, maybe

-85-

I've been selfish. Now, how can you be giving and selfish, too? I don't know. Sometimes I feel like
some of the things I've done were done in selfish kinds of way. But I don't know why. And uh, I
get, I feel hurt. Sometimes I feel like I didn't do enough, for example for ... Rags, that's my boy. His
name is Winn, you know, but we call him Rags. (RW-N: What is his name?) Rags. (RW-N: You
call him Rags? Okay.) Yeah, uh, my mother-in-law said he didn't have enough clothes when he was
first born, so we called him Rags.
RW-N: So you feel sometimes that you didn't do enough for him?

MS: Yes.
RW-N: In what way?
MS: Well.. .I didn't .. .I think .... And, of course, my fumily says I'm crazy. It wasn't true. I don't
think I took as much interest, one thing, in his professional development. He was practically putting
himself in school down at State, and I didn't insist that he stay in and do more for him. And I let him
go ahead and get married.

AB: You might have couldn't have stopped it. [chuckle]
MS: I might, I mean, that kind of thing. I didn't think I pushed him enough that way, to make him
feel that ...
RW-N: And you feel a sense of guilt about that?
MS: Oh, I do, I really do.
RW-N: Is that some guilt about not being a better mother? Is that what you're telling-, is that what
you're saying?

MS: Yes, I think I could have been a better mother that way. But talk to him, he doesn't ... at least ...
he shows .. .I mean, he's very giving. And he believes ... he just feels very warm. Now, he knows his
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natural mother, who is my, was my sister-in-law. Uh, and just in the last five or six years, he's been
uh, corresponding and talking to her; she lives in Philadelphia.

My first husband's home was in

Philadelphia. And uh...
RW-N: So, do, do I understand correctly that uh, after you adopted the child, your son, uh, you

then, eventually you became a single parent to him? Because, because (MS: inaudible comment)
there was a divorce or... no?
MS: Oh, he was grown.
RW-N: He was grown, then, okay, all right. Because we didn't really track that very well.
MS: No, he was grown.
RW-N: Okay, he was grown. So, there was a mother and father.
MS: For the most part. Now, my husband when we first married, he was still in the service (RW-N:

Mmm-hmm) And uh, most of my time was spent with him, and with Rags with us, was when we
would go, in the summertime, when his-, when Rag's school was out, and I was out of school. You
know, I was not teaching. And uh, but for the most part, he had a mother and father, all the time.
RW-N: Yes, and you worked all those years that you were raising your boy?
MS: And my mother did most of the parenting. And uh, he's just. . .I feel like I could have done

more.
RW-N: So, if you had another life to live, you might do a little bit different than that?
MS: Better with Rags.
RW-N: Better with Rags.
MS: Not that [inaudible] .
AB: You given two adjectives that you'd describe yourself You said giving on one hand ...
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MS: And selfish on the ...
AB: What else? What else, would you say about yourself?
MS: Selfish, because I didn't give as much.
RW-N: Okay, but I'm gonna, but I (AB: another one) asked you for five and Ancella's goin' make
you stick to them.
AB: You said five, yeah. Five. What else would you say about yourself? [inaudible]
MS: I'm uh, outgoing. I feel that I'm outgoing. And uh, receptive, not only of people, but of ideas,
and that sort of thing. And I say that because uh, these people who hang around over here on the
block, what we used to call the block over here, anywhere, I accept them wholeheartedly, you know.
And they'll holler, you know, rave, throw up their hands, "Miss Snow!" (laughter] That kind of. .
.. I accept people for what they are. And uh, I try to be nice to them, you know, that kind of thing.
So, I think I'm a very; well, what adjective did I use for that?
RW-N: Well, I think you said open and (MS: Open) accepting of ideas and people.
MS: ... accepting . .and uh, ideas. Sometimes it's kind of hard; I like to uh talk. I'm very uh. .. well,
I said giving. Because anybody will tell you that if you want to sell some tickets to a cat fight, if you
present it to Mary, she'll buy 'em. Somebody just called before you all left, somebody about the
lodge. I've never been a lodge person, other than the time I was president of the St. Luke Junior, or
something. But I'm not oriented towards that kind of fraternal group. But I accept-, I go to their
things, you know, things like that. And he said, uh, whoever he was, called and I give to all kinds of
things, you know. Uh...
RW-N: So, you're generous.
MS: Yeah, well, generous, I guess you could call that. And I. . .
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RW-N: Are you, are you very emotional? You seem to be telling us, in several places, that maybe
you're not very emotional. You say you don't cry, but then (MS: I don't cry.) you say "it hurts my
heart," so I'm not ...
MS: I'm excitable. You know (RW-N: You're excitable) [overlapping voices, inaudible]
RW-N: So, you are emotional in some ways?
MS: Yeah, I'm emotional that way. But uh, tearful, I'm not. (RW-N: mmm-hmm) And I'm not very
good around people who are tearful. [chuckling]
AB: Uh, you've, you've spoken so lovingly of your parents. And, did your loss of them leave a big
hole in your life? Both your father and your mother?
MS: Well... of course, my mother more than uh, my father. Although I was very special with him
and he was special to me and everything. But so many things happened around. But yeah, it left a
hole, but .... I don't know how to put it. Of course, I miss my mother. She lived right over there
on the 1400 block of Second, and I live here ....
RW-N: How old were you when you lost your mother?

MS: She just died in '66. So, I must have been.. .I don't know...
RW-N: It was thirty years ago.

MS: How long ago was that?
RW-N: Thirty years ago.

MS: A little boy asked me today-, they were talking about September birthdays and so forth. And
I said, "Well, my birthday was just passed." His name is Tyger, incidently, this white boy, but it's Ty-g-e-r. I said, "My birthday was Monday." And he said, "How old were you?" And I said, "One
hundred." [laughter] He said, "You don't look it."
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RW-N: So, so, when your mother died, it didn't leave a hole ... that doesn't quite ....
MS: It's not really a hole, because I just have a feeling, all of us do, uh, that she still, well, almost still
around, I know not physically or anything like that. But we get the biggest kick out of what Bar
would say-we called her Bar-her name was Barbara, what Barbara would say, what Bar would
say, and uh, at my retirement or something like that, Bar would certainly like to see this, or just that
type of thing. We never forget her. (AB: She's still a presence) She's still a presence. And we
know she's not ever gonna walk in that door, or anything like that. And the grandchildren just, Rags,
for example, just. .. they get .. ..a radiance comes over them when they start talking about
Grandmother, Grandma Bar. So, I don't know how to ... she didn't leave a hole.

What did she

leave? She left us so much, inward kinds of things. And all of us seem to have it. We all seem to
be giving. ;And Lord knows she didn't have anything to give. But we didn't know how much she
did give until she died, you know, people give a couple of dollars or five dollars, or she did this, that
or the other for them And she didn't have anything for herself

RW-N: I want to switch gears for a moment, okay, and I want to ask you one of these grand
questions. I ask people always to think back on their lives and try to describe it in some way, in the
sense that each one ofus travels a very unique path of life. If you look back on your life, uh, how
might you describe it? And let me give you some examples of what-, of how people sometimes
describe this. Some people say "Well, I've traveled a kind of a straight path, and it went up," and
some say "I've traveled a straight path, but it got worse as I went along," and for others it goes up
and down. Some people may describe it as having a lot of off-chutes. Some people describe their
lives in terms of chapters in a book, where you were in every chapter, but it was really quite different,
quite sectioned off. Do any of those strike you as describing your life, or do you have another way
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oflooking at your life?

MS: I uh, kind oflook at my life as ifit were uh... in a way uh, each step brought a different focus,
but it was always very fulfilling. I think I've lived a very fulfilling life. And uh, there's been a lot of
steps and everything, but each one seems to be so fulfilling. I can't really realize that I've lived this
long, you know, eighty-four years. I've been in this particular house, I've been uh, since 1947, what
is that? Oh! (AB: Fifty years, fifty years) Fifty, fifty years in this very house. But every day, every
year, it seems that it's just as fulfilling as it was the first day I moved in here, you know, that kind of
thing. And I think it's the way my life has been. It's been very fulfilling. I've had tragedies, but it,
the tragedies uh, somehow I surmounted with uh... with a, with a .. .I can't find the right adjective.
But I have met those tragedies knowing the reality of what the tragedy was and all like that, but I
seem to always find a bit of sunshine in whatever tragedy transpired.
For example, when my mother's, at my mother's funeral, we had her funeral over here at
Ebenezer's. She belonged up on First Avenue, but they needed a larger church, cause she was one
time a member over here, too. I remember telling the undertaker, Mrs. Gilmore, when we were
getting out of the car to the entrance of the church, I said, "Elizabeth, I can't. . .I can't. . .I just can't
go ... " Because I just felt like well now this is one thing that I cannot bear, that I cannot go in that
service. And she just put her arm around me and said, "Yes, you can." I said, "I, I just can't." And,
but she helped me cross, cause I was the first one in line, because everybody else was younger than
I am, I mean, my sisters and brothers. And I went in the church, and uh, sat near, in the first row, of
course, near the window. And as I looked at the uh, I think we left the casket open and everything.
Something about her peaceful look and everything like that, did something to me. And all at once,
all this heaviness and this ''I can't bear it"--a ray of sunshine came through that window on the right
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hand of Ebenezer Baptist Church, I'll never forget it. And my tears were wiped away and my heart
was, was uh, gladdened, or something. It was almost as if God was sending some sunshine into this
terrible storm I was going through. And I had, and I've never had another moment of just complete
despair. Because I really feh like now I can't. . .I try to be so strong and all, but I can't meet this one.
But it ... uh, I almost felt like even in death she was still giving strength to each one of us. And we
could talk about her and things like that, without. ... And we've always been able to do that. And
I have, too. I'll never forget, it seems so odd, this sunshine.
And I've had other storms. Now my divorces were not uh, hard at all. I mean, they were difficuh.
I did not have difficult marriages. Uh, what I mean, I mean, I was never abused in any manner or
anything like that. But uh, a divorce is a some kind of thing. . . But I took it, too. I found sunshine

in both ofahem, and we're all still friends.
RW-N: When you confront the bad times in your life, uh, do you rely more on religion? Do you rely
more on something ... ?
MS: Inner strength.
RW-N: Inner strength....
MS: Inner strength, that I think my mother gave me. And religion. I believe uh, God is always there
and he'll take care of it. Sometimes I get overwhelmed with the commitments I've made. And I'll
say, "God, I just can't do it. I just, just can't do this." And then I'll go on upstairs. I go to sleep
easily and wake up easily. I can sleep, (RW-N: Can you sleep well?) through storms. I can sleep well.
RW-N: What do you see for the future years for yourself?
MS: Well, I'm a realist. I know that I don't have many more years. But I don't think about that,
either, too much. I see that way down the line, I'm gonna put something in writing that will be a uh,

-92-

helpful to my.. .it will be a solace kind of a thing for my family, at least. I believe that I ahnost have
to do it, do something in writing, create.
RW-N: You're not talking about gathering your writings? You're talking about creating something

new?
MS: No, un-un. Gather the things that I have, gonna take a deep look at them. (RW-N: okay, mmm-

hmm) I would like to ...
AB: Do you think that this message that you have for your family will come through those things,

once you pull them together? (MS: Yes) Or do you need to write something else to specifically
focus ...
MS: No, I think I've got enough.... (RW-N: There's a lot there. Hmm.) I think I have enough.

Sometimes, I know I can't find all the pages to some of them; I might have to [inaudible word] or
something like that.
RW-N: Do you have any other questions? (AB: I don't think so.) Let me ask you something. Is

there anything that we have left out, that you would like to talk about? Or, or do you have any
questions to us, in any way?
MS: Right off I can't think of any. I feel humble that you've asked, and I don't think that I've
fulfilled ... this goes back to my insecurity, uh, the kind of thing that I think that you're after. But
anyway, I. . .there it is.
RW-N: Well, I don't think that we would agree with that.
AB: Absolutely not. [chuckle] Absolutely not.
MS: After listening to ... you should ....
RW-N: You've lived a productive life, and you've told us about it. But more than that, you've told
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us about the kind of, the human little stories that are so important in everybody's life, right, and so,
I think it's nicely filled out. So, we want to thank you for sharing your life with us.
~ : Well, I hope it was all right. [chuckle]

END OF INTERVIEWS
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LEFT: Nancy and Reggie Kapteyn demonstrate the merengue during a ballroom dance
on March 14 at the Kanawha United Presbyterian Church gym. The instruction kicked off
a potluck and dance with a Caribbean theme.

ABOVE LEFT: Alicia Elam, 15, and Luke Hatfield , 17, learn the intricacies of Caribbean
dance.
ABOVE RIGHT: Couples practice the moves
they learned earlier in the evening.

The Woman 's Club of Charleston held its annual
Spring Fashion Show by Scruples Inc. last week at the
clubhouse.
LEFT: Jewell Bailey (left) and Majorie Fleshman were
in charge of decorations.

TOP LEFT: Lynn Myers wears a knit of sapphire with
matching blue jewelry and accessories.
TOP CENTER: Modeling during the fashion show is ·,./
_.y
Mary Snow.
, 1
TOP RIGHT: Charlotte Robbins shows an outfit from
the Cruise Line.
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lR LEFT: Mary Snow, 93, takes the stage escorted
t,k Kane (left) and Duke Jordan (right) in the "Symr in Fashion - Shall We Dance?" show Tuesday
,at the Clay Center. The show benefits the West Vir1Symphony Orchestra.

More accustomed to taking
the stage in tails, West Vtrginia
Symphony Orchestra Maestro
Grant Cooper strutted down the
runway in an eye-catching blue
and black striped fur jacket.
After a brief intermission, Paul
Helfrich, the orchestra's executive
director, . announced the raffle
winner of a Faberge-egg-inspired
pendant donated by McCormick
Jewelers. He used the necklace
to segue into his announcement
that the · theme of the Dec. 2
Symphony Ball will be "A Russian Ball."
The second half of the show
featured slinky cocktail dresses in

Television news personalities
peppered the list of models. Laura Baker was particularly well received in a creamy ivo1y strapless confection of a gown.
Laura Wehrle showed a clingy
black backless dress to great advantage, while Laura Miller gathered admiring looks in a sleek
black dress with deeply plunging
neckline.
Model Donna Edmundson and
her husband Lee Edmundson
closed the show with the a ttractive pairing of black formalwear.
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